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RELATION 


Of the Poyloning of 


Sir Thomas Overbury. | 


With the 
Severall Arraignments and Speeches 


of thoſe that were executed 
thereupon. 


| 


Alſo, all the paſſages concerning the 
Divorce between RoBERT late Earle 
of Eſſex, and theLadyFRaNCEs 


HowaRrD:withKing JaMEssand 
other large Speeches. 


Colle&ed out of the Papers of Sir Francis 


Bacon, the Kings Attorney- 
Generall. ; 


LoNnDON, 


and Fobn Playford, and are fold at their 
Shops in S,D#nſtans Church-yard,and 
in the Middle Temple. 
1651, 
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; The proceedings which happened 
touching the Divorce between the 
Lady Frances Howard, and Kobert 
Earle of Eſſex. 


SAY HE Lady Frances Howard, before 
= the Kings Delegates, Gror. Canter- 
FAS; bury, fohn London, Lanc.Ely, Rich, 
SA Leichfield and Coventry, DoQor 
: WY) Ceſar, Thomas Pariy, Daniel Dunne, 
D>SSSOd, 7obn Bennet, Franc. Famcs, and 
| Thomas Edwards, authoriſed under the Kings Broad 
- Seale,Plaintiffs, in Zan.1616, 
|} Thar ſhe and Robert Earle of Efſex were married 
by publique Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, in 
an.i603, 
! Thar ſhe atthe ſame rime was fully thirteen years 
* old,and is at this time twenty two, or twenty three, 
* Thar the foreſaid Robert at the time of the preren- 
z tended Marriage was about fourteen, and is about two 
; and twenty, or three and twenty at this time; and ever 
4 fince,and ar this preſent is a man(as far forth as a man 
may judge) and hath been in good health and perfe& 
eſtare of body , not any way hindred by any ague or 
hckneſſe , bur that he might have carnall copulation 
with a woman, 

Thar fince rhe pretended Marriage ar leaft by the 
pon of a whole year, and continued three years after 
tie ſaid Robert had fully attaincd the age of eighteen 
B years 
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yeares (as time and place did ſerve) aftet the faſhion 


of other marryed Folks, the ſaid Frances Howard 


in hope of lawfull Iflne and deſirous. ro be made a 


. Mother,lived rogether with the ſaid Fobert at bed and ' 


board, and Jay both naked, and lone in the ſame bed 
(as married Folks uſe) and deſirous ro be made a 
Mother from time to time, again, and again yeelded 
herſclfe ro his power , and as much as lay in her offe- 
red her ſelf and her body ro be known , and earneſtly 
deſired conjunftion and copulation : And alſo the 
ſaid Earle in the ſame time , very often, again and 


again, did try to have copulation as with his lawful | 


wite, which ſhe retuſcd not, bur uſed the beſt means | 


ſhe could. Notwithſtanding all this , the ſaid Earle 


could never carnally know her , nor have that copula- 


tion in any fort which the Marricd-bed allowerh ; yer 
before the ſaid pretended Marriage and fince, the ſaid 
Earle hath had , and hath power and ability of body 


to deal with other women, and ro know them car- ' 


nally, and ſomerimes hath felt the motions and $759k 


of- the fleſh carnally and tending to carnal copulation 


as he ſaith,and belicverh ; but by perpetual and natu- 


ral impediment hath becn hindered all the former 
time, and isat this preſent, that he can haye no copu- * 


lation with the ſaid Lady Frances. 
Furthermore, the ſaid Lady Frances hath been,and 


is a woman fit and able to have copulation with a man 
and ſuch an ene as may be carnally known, ncither 
hath in this regard any impediment. 

Morcover the ſaid Lady Franfes remaineth, and is 
ar this preſent a Virgin, 

Alſo at the time of the pretended marriage, the ſaid 
Lady Frances was unacquainted with the ſaid Earles 
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want of abiliry and impediment formerly mentio- | 


ncd,. 
And furthermore , the faid Earle long before this 
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\ Suit commenced, hath very often, and at ſundry timcs 
confeſſed in good earneſt , before witnefles of good 

' credite, and bis friends and kinsfolks, that although 
he did his beſt endeayour, yet he never could nor, nor 

| at this time can have Copulation with the ſaid Lady 
Frances, no not once, 

And alſo in regard of womaniſh modeſty, the ſaid 
Lady Frances hath concealed the former matter, and 
had a purpoſe ever to conceale it, if ſhe had not beeg 
forced through falſe rumours of diſpbedicnce to the 
ſaid Earleto reveale them. 

She requirerh, ſince this pretended Matrimony 1s 
bur a faR, and not in right; It may be Pronounced, 
Adjudged, and Declared, as none of none effe&, and 
ſhe may be quit and freed from all Knot and Bond of 
the ſame, by your Sentence and Authority. 


| The Earleof Eſſex replyeth, 5. Jun. 161 4. 
| FT: the firſt and ſecond, he anſwereth afhrma- 


tatively. 

To the third, he thinketh that ac the time of 
his Marriage he was full fourteen years, and is now 
twenty wo and upwards z neither fince hath had, or 
hath any fcknefle or impediments to hinder him, but 
that he might have had Copulation of a woman, ſa- 
ving in the time of his ſickneſle of the Smzal-Pox , 
rwo or three years after the ſaid Marriage , which 
continued for a moneth or fix wecks, and ar another 
time, when he had few fits of an Ague. 

To the fourth he affirmeth , that for one year he 
diverſe times attempred;that the two other years he did 
Iye in bed moſt commonly wich her , bur felt no mo- 
tion or proyocation ; and therefore atrempred rhe firſt 
year ; when he was willing,ſhe ſhewed her ſelf ſomc- 
B 3 times 
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times willing, but other times refuſed, 
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? To rhe tifth, he anſwereth, that he never knew her | | 
: carnally, bur found not any defe in himſelf; yer was l 
' nor able to penetrate into the wombe, nor enjoy her, ; 
, To the 6xth, he believerh,that before and after the | \ 
| marriage, he hath found an ability of body to know } © 
| any other woman , and hath oftentimcs fclr motions / 
| | | and provocations of the Fleſh, rending ro carnal copu- } c 
Jaticn ; bur for pcrpetuall and natural impediments A 
; he knoweth not whar the words meaneth , but that he I 
hath layen by the Lady Frances two or three years,and | - 
Fi hath no motion to know her , and bclieveth he never 
(hall. | 
[7 To the ſeventh , he believerh nor that rhe ſaid Lady : 
FY Frances is a woman apt and fit far carnal copulation, - P 
| | . =! 
3 becauſe he hath not found ir. : ; 
[i | To the eighth and nineth , he bclicyerh them both Þ 
to be true, and thin' eth that once before ſome wit® } x 
| nefles of credit, he did ſpcak to this purpoſe, thathe JF - 
| had oftentimes endeavoured carnally to know her, bur th 
that he did not nor could. . - | w 
| C 
4 | h | P 
The Loid Arch-biſhop bis Speech to his Majeſty. r 
n 


N as much as we firmly believe that the Scripture 
dire&ly or by conſequence doth contain in it, ſufh- - j _ 


cient matter to decide all controverhies , eſpecially ? 
in things appertaining ro the Church , and thar Mar- 37 | 
riage amongſt Chriſtians can be no lefle accompred 2? ,. 
then a ſacred thing, as being inſtituted by God him= J 
ſelf in Paradice , 5 by the preſence of our Sa= & 


viour himſelf , declared by St. Paul tro be a figne of AY ,, 
the, ſpiritual conjunion berween Chriſt and his Z <© 
Church, | s <> 
I would be glad to know. by what Text of Scripture 
; enher 
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either by the Old or New Teſtament , a man may 
have a warrant ro make a Nulliry of a Marriage ſo- 
lemn!y celebrated propter maleficrum viiſus banc : 
which 1 doe the rather ask , becauſe I inde warrants 
expreſſcly ( in the Scriptures ) ro make a Nullity of 
marriage , propter frigiditatem, bythe words of our 
Saviour, Mat:h.9, 12. For there be ſome which are 
Chaſte o: Eunuches , which are fo born of their Mo- 
thers belly , and there be fome which are made chaſte 
of men , 'and there be ſome which have made chem- 
ſelves chaſte for rhe Kingdome of Heaven. 

I would alſo know gladly, whar ancient Father a- 
monegſt the Greeks or Latines, by occaſion of inter- 
pretation of Scripture, or any diſputation hath menti- 
ned malcficium veſts band. 

The like 1 demand touching ancient Councels, ci- 
ther General or Provincial , and concerning Storics 
Eccleſiaſtical, whether any ſuch maticr be to be found 
in them. If (for ought that appearerh )never mention 
was made of this untill Hercanu Rhemeſes Epiſcoprs, 
who lived 4oo. years aftcr Chriſt, it may well be con- 
ccived that this was a concomitant of darknefſe and 
Popith ſuperfticion , which about rhat time grew ro 
ſo great an height(God permirring them) that puniſh - 
ment"might fall upon rhe Children of Unbeliet. 

Bur fince the light of the Goſpel is now in ſo grear a 
meaſure broken forth again , why ſhould nor | hope 
that choſe who have imbraced the Goſpel ſhould be 
free from this maleficium , eſpecially, ſince amongſt a 
million of men in our age, there is not one tound in 
all our Country, who is clearly , and evidently known 
to be troubled with the ſame, and if there ſhoyld be 
any, which ſhould ſeem to be moleſted , we are taught 
to uſe two remedies, the ane ſpiritual phyfick, the other 
exrernal. 

For the firſt, our Saviour ſaid , hoe grams dewoni- 
B 3 #127; 
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= Tum non ejiciturnift per orationem &- Fejunium. And |: - 

, St. Peter ſpeaking ofthe Devil , cm reſiſtite firmi in | 
| fdr :; and the Caiomſts themſelves preſcribe Almg, © 
Faſting and Prayer, to be uſed in thar cafe ; but hag 2} : 
| they jcyn Supplica:ion and their exorciſmes thereun= Mt 
| to: And tor corporal medicine to be applyed there = 
| wth, as againſt a diſeaſe. So is the Judgement of our | n 
or 0 late Divims , whether they ſpeak of Malcficium or | © 
Ly nor. j 

KS: Now admit the Earle of Eſſex might be imagined + 
| to be tioubled with maleficium verſus hanc, I demand ? 4 
what Alms hath been given , what Fafting hath been * | 
uſed , and what Prayers have been peurcd forth to | : 
| appeaſe the wrath of God towards him or his wife; T 
} or what Phyſick hath been raken or medicine applyed 4 J 
| for three years together ; Nor one of thoſe things, but 1 
: the firſt hearing muſt be to pronounce a Nullity inthe | _ 
Marriage ; of which Declaration, we know the þe- | _ 

4 ”inning, but no mortal mans wit can foreſee the end, 

i either in his perſon, or in the example. q 

| The Arch- biſhop for Confirmation of4his opinion 

: ſkewed the teſtimony of Bega, Milanhon, Perillus, © 

Hemimngns, Pollaitus, Feriteiins, and Gautins, : 


The Kings Anſwer. 


re&ly or by conſequence contain ſuſhcient mat- 
ter to decide all controverſies , eſpecially in } 
things appertaining to the Church , this is in my opi- | 
nion proepoſites , and one of rhe Puritans arguments , 
withour a better diftin&ton or explanation. 
For the Orthodox propoſition is, that rhe Scripture 
doth diteQly or by conſequence contain in it ſufficient 
| marter to decide all Controverſies in points of ry 
: an 


T O the firſt Article, Thar rhe Scripture doth di- ; 
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and Salyation;of which ſort a nullity of marriage can- 
nor be accompred, and therefore your conſequence up- 
on the Propoſition muſt faile, For fatisfaCtion of your 
following Queſtion , I fay, your ſecond queſt:on doth. 
anſwer it: if there be warrant im Scripture for pro- 
nouncing a Nullity proptcr fr1giditatem, then all the 
means which make him ſrig:4us verſus hanc, muſt be 
comprchended therein ; for, why doth our Church 
juſtly condemn the Marriage of a man with his Si- 
ſters Daughter , or the masriage of two Siſters, but a 
paritate rations, for none of them is in ters pro- 
hibired by Scriptures , onely the con{trution is ga- . 
rhered a paritate rationzs; far if it be not lawtull 
ro marry your Fathers Wife , becanſc thereby you dil- 
cover your Fathers ſhame ; nor his Siſter, b-caufe ſhe 
is his Kinfwoman ; nor your own Siſter, becaule there- 
by you diſcover your Facher and Mothers ſhame ; it 
can no more be Jawfull ro marry your Siſters Daygh- 
ter, for thereby you diſcover allo your own ſhame , as 
alſo the ſame reaſon ſerves for aſcending or defccndtng 
in poinrs of Conſanguinity, ©u1a par eft ratio, 

The like is in this caſe ; for although Chriſt ſpake 
onely of three forts of Eunuches, yer r@tio eſt quia mon 
poteſt eſſe copulatio inter Eunuchum & wuli:rem ; and 
therefore St. Pax! inthe 1. of Cor. v, 7. tellcth us 
clearly, that it is not conpugium ſine copulatione ; | com- 
clude therefore, & paittate rations, that Chrift did 
comprehend under theſe three forts all inabiliry, 
which doth perpetually hinder copwlationem wer(:45 
banc ; whether it be naturall or accidentall, for what 
dittcrence is th-re between cutting off the hand , and 
being made im potent thereof? .Amputatio &- mutjla- 
tz0 membrt, is all one inthe Civil law; and itis a licrle 
defiauding of the woman, when either he who is to be 
her Husband is Gelded, or when the uſe of that men 

ber towards her :;s by any unlawfull means taken from 
B 4 him: 
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im; neither is it any way needfull to crave the pars | 
ticular warrant of the Scripture for a Nullity, no more { 
then of warrantie in that place for any Nullity ar all + |: 
For Chriſt doth not direftly ſay, that a marriage fo i 
married ſhall be Nullified , neither doth he teach us | 
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what form of Proceſs ſhall be uſed , in that neither 
makes he mention of the rriennial probation , no more 
thcn he forbiddeth marrying within the fourth degree 
without leave obtained of the Biſhop of the Dioceſle : 
It is then ſufficient for all moderate examinants to be 
raught out of the Word of God, that marriage is 2#ul/4 
fine copula ; and that word, quos Deus conjunxit , is 
never found in Scripture where du;ant 15 doth not 
proceed (v7z.) they two ſhall be one fleſh, 

Bur whether the impediments be univerſall, or ver= $ 
ſus hanc only, or whether the fault thereof hath been *' 
| born with him , or done to him by violence, or fallen. 
| to him by diſeaſe, or diſproportion or :naptitude be- 
rwixt the wr, or unnaturall praftices, that is ever 
pai ratio, he is Eunuchus virſus hanc, & ones alas , 
ſecing to her onely was he marricd. 

Then paritate zationis, fuch nullities are grounded 
upon the foreſaid warrantie of Scripture z neither hath 
Chriſt any occaſicn to ſpeak of Jews marrying,concer- 
M- ning maleficinum verſus han z for although ir be ap- 

| parent that God made King Abimelech and his ſer- 
j vants unable to abuſe $174 Abrahams wife, and ſo was 
made by God himſelf £unuchirs verſus banc, and that 
'W! be not improbable, that the Devil being Gods Ape, 

ſhould imitate Gods works by his filthy Witch-craft by 
making ſuch as God will permit unable verſus hanc; 
howbeit, it be very probable that it was long after that 
the Devil pu that trick upon rhe earth, 
As for the third and fourth queſtions , what menti- 
ll þ on the Fathers and Councils doe make of maleficium 
weiſns hanc, 1 anſwer, that it may be (if they were }f « 
| 
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ſearched ) that cither ſomething to this purpoſe in 
them, or ar leaft aliquid analogum, with i paritate 
rationis , or by conſequence, may ſerve to decide the 
queſtion. : 

Bur leaving this to ſearch, my main anſwer, is, that 
we muſt diſtinguiſh of times; for in all the hrſt ages as 
long as pualſccution lay heavy upon the Church, & be- 
fore the Emvire Chriſtian,the,Chuch did not meddle 
with any thir.g which drew a conſequence after it of 

fcfhon or [1hc:itance,os marriage doth. Nay, even 


divers hundred years after the Converſion of the Em- 
; perours, the judgenicnt and diſpoſition of all ſuch 


queſtions did ſtill remain in foro £2v11; , untill the 


? Popedome began to wax grear, and roafſume , or ra- 


ther to uſurpe to her ſe!f a ſupream and independant 


* Judicature #in all Eccl=ſ:aſtical Cauſes ; and therefore 
2 the Fathers and the Councils had no occaſion ro make 


mention of that which was not pr«for: at thar time. 
And beſides, thar is an evill argument to ſay ſuch a 
thing is unlawtull, b:cauſe the the Fathers and Coun- 
cils make no mention of it ; for you know much ber- 
ter then I, divers and many Points berwixt rhe Pa» 
piſts and us are never mentioned by the Fathers , be- 


2 cauſe thar they could never have dreamed thar ſuch 
I _—_— would ariſe , and therefore are the Fa- 
F 


ers exa&t onely in ſuch queſtions, as were agita. 
ted upon the 7 in their time, as de Trinitate, de 


: Duabns m Ch;iſtonaturis , and ſuch like ; and there- 
7 fore ſufficient, rhat there can be nothing found which 


may juſtly be underſtood to contradi& this opinien ; 


; and it is very probable (J ſay)before thar, this trick of 


male ficium had not been pur in praiſe in the world; 
and therefore not known or mentioned by them. For 
why may not'the Devil as well finde out new tricks of 
Wirch-craft (when God will permit him ) as he doth 
daily new Se&s and Hereſies 2 for his malice can ne- 
yer end untill che end of times, To 
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To the fifth Argument my former queſtion deth 
alſo ſerve, for till the four hundred year after God (ix 
may be) that divelliſh trick came never to þe diſcoves 
red; you know the old Proverb, Ex mals moribus bo- 
ze leges; and it is not unlikely, that that time of dark- 
nefle gave the devil occaſion to deyiſe ſuch new tricks, 
(look my Demonologte )and yer was that law for which 
you cite Ibircanus by Charles rhe Great,who in many 
great points (as you know) had fo great lightas | doe 
ſcarce tearm this time a time of blindneſle ; but how 
oreat ſoewer that darknefle was in poins of Superſti- 
eion, I will ſtill maintain as I have ever done, x06 for 
matter of order and policie , all the world ſhall never 
be able to finde out any ſo good , and ſo old an order 
of Government to be pur in the place of that in figne 
whereof there is no well governed Common-wealth 
in the Chriſtian world wherein the Common-law is 
not reccived to judge in queſtions of that nature. 
And it is certain that this queſtion now in hand is 
onely a queſtion of order and policie, for the ground 
of this queſtion, rhar the cf{cntial point of Matrimony 


cannot be accompliſhed ſize copwla , is warranted by + 


Scripture, and warranted by your (elf. 

To your fixth Argument, or rather hope, I fear thar 
hope thal prove contrary to faith; tor as ſure as God 
is, there be devils, and ſome devils muſt have ſome 
power , and their power is in this world , neither are 
the ele& excmpred from this power : ob was nor, 
St Paul was not; Chriſt ſaid ro all his Diſciples, Crc= 
buerit vos Sathanas: and it the Devil hath any power, 


witli dry wc aw; 


it is over their fleſh;and if over their fleſh, rather over | 
the filthieſt and moſt finful part thereof , wherennto | 


Original fin is ſoldered. As&30d before,and under the 
Law,to ſhewoffic:i a/tum of purging mans original ſin, 
the preputiz of the foreskin, Bo 


ro exempt thelſc of | 


our Profcflion from the power of Witchraft,is a Para- ! 
dox | 


——_— 
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dox never yet maintained by any learned or wiſe men, 

Thar the Devils power is not fo univerſal againſt 
us, I freely confeſſe, bue thar iris utterly reſtrained, 
quoad nes, how was then a Miniſter of Geneve 
bewirched ro death? and were the Witches daily puni- 
ſhed by our Law , if they can harm none bur the 
Papiſts,zve are too charitable for avenging them only, 

Sathan is permitted to puniſh man as well tor the 
breach of the ſecond, as of the firſt Table, and there- 
fore are we no leffe guilty then'the Papiſts are; and if 
the power of Wirchratt reach to our life , much more 


ro a member nor ſo -goycrned by the fancy wherein 


the Devil hath his principal operation z and he may 
ſo enſtrange rhe Husbands afte&ions towards the 
Wife, as he cannot be able to performe that duty unts 


' her; for that is a common thing in many mens natures, 


thar they cannor doe that thing bur where they love, 
nor fight bur where m are angry : God keep us 
therefore from putting the trial of our Profeſſion 
upon Miracles; let the Miracle-mongers live by their 
owne Trade. 

To the ſeventh Argument touching Remedies,whar 
doe you know wherher both parties,or either of them, 
have uſed their meanes of remedy or not ? and that 
ſpecial remed» thould be uſed publikly?tor rhen I can 

ce na neceſſity, for now intereſt retpub. nec eccleſte, 
and private perſons are commanded to their faſtings, 
and their Almes {ecretly and in private z no ſuch cure 
alſo is likely to ſucceed well , except the parties own 
hearts and deſires be (et thereupon, 

And as for your concluſion upon the zxcommoda, 
whether upon bis perſon or the example , I can ſee 
none in either, ſo as to the couple between the mar- 
riage was never accompliſhed; truly they will per- 


adventure both of rhem by rhe Declaratian, of rhe. 


Nullity be made capable to accompiſh Marriage with 


others, 
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ethers , which they could never doe between them- 
ſelves, wherein they may have the ſarisfaRion of their 
hearts, and enjoy the blefling of Procreation of Chil- 
dren. And as tor the Example, the Law ſhould be ful- 
filled, with duc adminiſtration of Juſtice, which can- 
not ſerve for an example or preſident of a counterfeir 
Nullity hereafter : a#thoi#tas fafi,or rather non fatts 
ſed luce clario; in this caſe z beſides the many proba. 
tions, and confeſſions of the partics which have been 
raken in this procefle ; whereas by the contrary if they 
ſhall be forcibly kept rogerther , their names and ſha- 
dows may be kept together , but never their perſons or 
effe ions , and they ſtill be forced to lic in perpetual 
ſcandal and miſery, or both ; and what ſuch a kinde of 
forced. continencic may availe, the Monks continencie 
may teach us. And for a preſident in time to come, that 
reacheth no further then ro open a way of lawtul relief 
- any perſons who ſhall chance to be diſtreſled in that 
Ort. 

And for the Legal Doubts, they concerne none 
of your calling ; for if your conſcience be reſolved in 
point of Divinity, that is your part to give your con- 


ſent to Nullity, and let the Lawyers take the burden of | 


making it ſo tormal. 

And as for the Trienial probation , I hope no man 
can be ſo blinde as to make a doubt whether ir be 
taken before or after the ſuit began. 

And in concluſion of divine ſolution of rhis que- 
ſtien, proved clearly, that this reſolurion of this doubr, 
howſoever it was in blindnetle , as you think , that is 
now proved in the greateſt rime of lighr and purity of 
the profeſſion of the Goſpel: And for your extra upon 
the late Divines opinians upon this queſtion, I cannor 
gucſſe what your intent was in ſending them ro me, 
for they all agree in tearms of my epinion z but there 
5 ſuch a thing as Maleficium & malcficiale verſus 

hanc : 
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! hanc: And your very enterlude paſſage proves the 
7 cleareſt ; lf yrs that advice concerning the Reme- 
| dics . that is coufil:m #02 decretum , not impoſing a 
| neceſſity , bur is to be uſed by diſcretion , as occalion 
ſhall ſerve or require it. 
| Toconclude then, if this may ſatisfhe your doubts, 
: I will end with our Saviours words ro $-Peter , Cum 
| converſus fuerts confirma ſraties tuos; for on my con- 
;>{cience,all rhe doubts that 1 have ſcen,are nothing but 
; Nodos in (cirpo querere, | 


The Midwives appointed to make inſpe&tion upon 
| the Ladies body , gave in, that the Lady of Eſſex 
| Is a woman apt to haye copulation, to bring forth 

children , and tharthe ſaid Lady is a Virgin and un- 
| corrupted. Three Ladies affirme that they believe the 
| ſame, for thar they were preſent when the Midwives 
| made their inſpe&ion , and did ſce them give good 

reaſons for it. 
| There is a ſentence of Divorce given for the Nul- 
| lirty of the Marriage, and both parties married 
: againe, 


The Commiſſioners that gave the 
Sentence. 


Yr 
| Ely. 
_—_ Coventry and Liechfield. 


Rocheſter, 


ST Fulins Ceſar, 
DoRors ) S* Thomas Parry. 
S* Daniel Dunne, 
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Commiſſioners diflcnting. 


. Arch. B. of Canterbury, 
— Biſhop of Londos. 


SF Zohn Penner, 
Doors F; an. James. 
The, Edwards. 


The 
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The proceedings againſt Richard Weſton, at his 
'} Arraingment at Guild-hall, Novem. 19. 
1615. before the Lord Maior,the Lord Chief 
Fuſtice of England, and three other Juſtices 
of the Kings Bench, Crook , Dodrige, and 
Hanton, and Serjeant Crew anotber of the 
Commiſſioners. 


*TH E Court being ſet, the Kings ſpecial Com- 
miſſion being read, rhe Lord Chicte' Juſtice gave 
the Charge ; the cfte& whereof was , Firſt, to 

expreſie the Kings pious inclination and command 
| unto juft aabnaay 21%, againſt all ſuch as ſhould be 

any way proved to be guilty of the murthering and 
; poyſoning of $* Tbo.Overbary, his Majeſties priſoner 
in the Tower, 

Secondly, to aggravate the manner, and quality of 
the murther , in ſhewing the baſenefle of poyſoning 
above all other kinds of murcher; declaring is venge- 
ance of God , and his juſtice in puniſhing the offen- 
ders ; he allcadged Gen. 9.6. Onuicunque effunderit 
humanum ſangumem y mg ſanguis ullius,ad Ima- 
| ginem quippe fa8us eſthomo: He alſo took the example 
| of Urias by David; he thercin obſerved how adultery 
* is moſt often the begerter of thar (in. 

Then hedeclared thar of all Felonies , murther is 
| the moſt horrible; of all murthers,poyſoning the moſt 


; 
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2 dereſtable ; and of all poyſoning, the lingering poy- 
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; ſoning. 
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it was made Treaſon, and that wilful poyſoners ſhould 
be boyled to death , rehearſing rhe example of ohe 
Richard Rouſe that had poyloned a man and woman, 
=nd was therefore ſcalded to death. 

Then he laid open to the Jury the baſeneſſe and co- 
wardlincſs of poyſoners,who attempr it ſecretly, againſt 
which there is ao means of preſervation or detence for 
a mans life; and how rare it was to heare of poyſoning 
in England, ſo deteſtable to our Nation, bur that fince 
the Devil hath taught divers to be ſocunning in it, ſo 
that they can poylon in what diſtance of place they 
pleaſe by conſuming the Natrvum calidum , or hum- 
dum radicale, in one month, two or three, or more 
as they liſt, which they foure manner of wayes do ex= 
ecute, 1 Guſtu. 2 Hauſtu. 3 Odore, 4 Contativ 

| He finiſherh his charge with ſerious exhortations to 
the Jury to do juſtice in preſenting the truth, not- 
withſtanding the grearncfſe of any rhar upon their 
evidence ſhould appeare to be guilty of the ſame of- 


tence, comforting both Judge and Jury with the] 


Scripture, Pſ al.5.8. fin. For thou Loid wilt bleſſe the 


righteous , with favour wilt thou comfoit them as withf 


a ſhield. 

The charge being ended , the Jury conſiſting of 
fourtecn perſons, did for the ſpace of an houre depart 
from the Court into a private room , where they re- 
ccived their evidence from Mr, Fanſhaw his Majeſties 
Coroner , and his Highnefle Councel prepared and 
inſtructed for that purpoſe, with the examinations 
and confeſſions as well of the Priſoner himſclfe, as of 
divers witnefles before that time taken by the Lord 
Chicfe Juſtice of Eng/azd , and others of the Lords of 
his Majeſtics Councel. 


In the mean time Mr. william Goare Sheriffe of |” 


London,was commanded to fetch his Priſoner remain- 
ing in his houſe, to be ready in Court for his Arraign- 
ment ; 
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ment 2 Soa certaine ſpace after, the Grand Jury re- 
_ curned to the Bar , and delivered in their Bill of Ins 
n, ditmentr, ſigned B:Ia vera; whereupon the Priſoner 
was ſetup to the Bar, and the Indiment read by 
o. | Mr, Fanſhaw, which contained in effe& : 
iſt) Thar Richard wefton being abourtthe age of ſixty 
ws os , hot having the feare of God before h's eyes, 
t png rs by the Devil, deviſed and contrived not 
only to bring upon the body of Sir Tho. 0v4e;b. great 
{| fickneſſe and diſeaſes, bur alſo deprive him of his lifes 
and to bring the ſame to paſſe,the ninth of May 1613. 
and in the eleventh yeare of his Majeſties Reigne, ar 
the Tower of London in the Pariſh of Alballows 
Barking , did obraine and ger into his hands certaine 
ylon of green and yellow colour , called Kbſacar 
(knoving e ſame to be deadly poyſon) and the ſame 
id malicioufly and felonioufly compound and mingle 
| with a kinde of Broth powred into a certaine 4th, 
| and the ſame Broth fo infeQed , did give and deliver 
to the ſaid S* Th. Owverb.as good and wholſome Broth, 
he | to the intent to kill and poylon the ſaid S* Tho-Overb, 
24 | Which Broath he took and did car, 
| Alfo the ſaid weſton upon the firſt of Zuly, an.rt 
of | Reigne aforeſaid, did in like manner ger another poy- 
{on or poyſonous powder , called #hie-4arſnich , and 
knowing the ſame to be deadly poyſon, did give unto 
the ſaid S* Tho, Overb.as good and wholeſome to car, 
who in like manner took and eat the fame, 
Alſo that #eſton upon the ſaid nineteenth of 7uly 
following , did get another poyſon called Mercury 
-d [ſ[ublimate,knowing the ſame to be mortal poyſon,and 
pur and mingled the ſame in Tarrs and Jellies , and 
gave the ſame to the ſaid S* Tho.Oucrb. as good and 
_ a ro eat, which he in like manner rook, and 
id car, 
= Alſo the ſaid refton , and andther mari unknown 
te C (being 


—_— 


18 4 true' Relation of the Poyſoning 


(being an Apothecary )afterwards upon the fourteenth 
of Deccm. felloniouſly did ger a poyſon called Mercaiy þ 
ſublimate , knowing the ſame ro be deadly poylon, 
and rut the ſame into a Gliſter; and the ſaid Gliſter, 
the ſaid Avothecary for the reward of 20 /s. promiſed 
unto him , did put and adminiſter as good and wholes- | 
ſome into the gurs of the ſaid SThomas, & that Weſton | 
was preſent and aiding to the ſaid Apothecary in, mini= 
ſtring &infuſing the ſaidGliſterzand immediately after | 
S* Th.did languiſh,and tcll into diſeaſes & diſtempers, | 
and from the aforcſaid times of raking and eating the 
ſaid poyſoned mears , and miniftring the ſaid Gliſter, 

: he dyed. And forhe Jury gave their verdi&t that Weſton | 
in this manner had killed, poyſoned, and murthered | 
the ſaid S* Tho.Overbuiy, againſt the Kings peace and 
dienity, 

Which Indi&ment being read , he was demanded ! 
if hc were guilty of the Fellony, murthering and poy- | 
ſuning as atorefaid, yea, or no ? To which he nag-at] 
red , doubling his ſpeech , Lord hawe mercy upon me, | 
Lord have mcrcy upon me, Bur being again deman- |! 
ded, he anfivered, Not guilty; and being then deman- | 
ded how hc would be tryed, he anſwered, He referred | 
himlc!f ro God, and would be tryed by God , refuling | 
to put himſelfe and his cauſe on the Jury or Country | 
according to the Law and Cuſtome, | 
 Hereupon the Lord Chiefe Juſtice, and all other in 
their order, ſpent the ſpace of an houre in perſwading 
him ro put himſelfe upon the trial of the Law, decla- 
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ring unto him the __ and miſchiefe he runnes 
Y into by reſiſting his ordinary courſe of triall , being 
P\ the means ordained by God for his deliverance if he 


cre innocent; and how by this means he ſhould make 

. Kimlclfe rhe authour of his owne death, even as if he 
{hould with a knife or dagger kill or ſtab himſclfe; 
extorting him yery earneſtly cither with repentance iſ | 
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| ro confefle his faulr, or elſe with humility and dury ts 
'3 ſubmit himlelfe ro his ordinary trial z whereupon he 
| Nubbornly anſwered, Welcome by the grace of God; 
3 and hereferred himſelf ro God, and ſo no 
| would prevail : The Lord Chiete Juſtice plainly de- 
| livered| 
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perſwaſtons 


his opinion, that he was perſwaded that »eſton 


. | had been dealt withall by ſome great ones ( guilry of 
| rhe ſame faR&) as acceſſary, to ſtand mure , whereby 


" & day he had water, he 


they mighr eſcape their puniſhment; and theretore he 
| commanded (for ſatisfaction of the world ) that the 


Qieens Attorney there preſent ſhould declare and 


| ſerforth the whole evidence without any fear or par- 


tiality ; and yer notwithſtanding , he once more uſed 


1 much perſwaſion to rhe Priſoner to conſider what 
! deftruftion he had brought upon himſelf by his con- 
| tempt, and declared unto him his offence of contempt 
! was inrefuſing his rriall , and how the Laws of the 
' Land had provided a ſharp and more ſevere puniſh- 


ment to ſuch offenders , then unto rheſe thar were 


3 | guilty of high Treaſon,and fo repeared the form of the 
! Judgement given againſt ſuch,the extremity and rigor 
! whereof was expreſicd in theie words; Onore, frigore, 
& fame, 


Forthe firſt, that he was to receive his puniſhment 


| by the Law, to be extended, and then ro haye weights 
1 laid upon him, ne more then he was able to bear, 


which were by little and little ro be increaſed. 
For the ſecond , thar he was to be expoſed in an 


; open place near ro the priſon in the open aire being 
$ naked. 


And laſtly , that he was to be ſerved with the 
courſeſt bread to be gorten , and water out of the next 
ſink or puddle to the place of Execution ; and that 
ould have no breadz and that 
day he had bread , he ſhould haye no water : andin 
this torment he was to linger as long as nature cotld 

| C 2 linget 
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linger out; ſo thar oftentimes they lived in the extre» 
mity cight or nine dayes : adding further , that as lite 
left him, ſo judgement ſhould finde him ; and there- 
fore he required him upon conſiderations of theſe 
reaſons , to adviſe himſelf to plead ro the Country , 
who notwithſtanding abſolutely refuſed. 
. Hereupon the Lord Chiefe Juſtice willed S* Law- 
7eRCE Hige the Queens Attorney, and there of Coun= 
ſel for the King , to manifeſt umo the audience the 
guiltineſle of the ſaid !7*/?on by his owne confeſſion, | 
figncd with his owne hand; and if in the, declaration | 
thereof they met with any great perſons whatſoever 3 
(as certainly there was great ones confeder ates in that | 
fat ) he ſhould boldly and faithfully open wharſo- | 
ever was nzceflary, and he could prove againſt | 
them ; whereupon M* Attorney began his accula- | 
tion. | 
Firſt , he charged the Counteſle of Some;ſet and | 
I" and the Earleto be principal movers of this unhappy 
| concluſion, Mrs, Turner to be of the contederacie, and 
the pay-miſtreſſc of the Poyloners rewards z in which | 
I couid not but obſerve the Attornies boldnefle in ' 
ccarming the Countefle a dead and rottten. branch, | 
which being lopr oft, the whole Tree ( meaning | 
chat noble Family) would proſper the better. | 
Secondly, he proceeded to ” cauſe , which he af- | 
firmed to be the malice of the Countefle , and rhe 
ground of this malice he alleadged , and by many in- 
ducements he evidently affirmed that S* Tho. Over. 
had perlwaded him from that adulterare marriage of 
the Counteſſe of Some;ſet then Counteſle of Eſſex, 
and for this he allcadged as followeth, 
Sy" Tho. Quer, having divers times diflwaded the 
- Earle, then Viſcount Rocheſter , from ſeeking by any 
means to procure marrying with, the Countefle of 
Eſſex (to which he {aw the Earle too much inclined) 
Et having 
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| having very earneſt conference with the Earle one 
night in private in the Gallery at #hite-ball con- 
cerning his intendments , perceiving the Earle that 
time too much to defire that unlawful conjunRion; in 
the ardency of his fervent affe&ion unto the Earle, 
and great preſcience of future miſery ir would inevi- 
rably bring unto him ( his wel-beloved Lord, and 
friend) uled ſpeeches ro this effeR& ; Well my Lord, 
he | if you do marry that filthy baſe woman, you will ut- 
e | 
rerly ruine your honour , and your ſelfc; you ſhall ne- 


4 X <IL 
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"7 | ver do it by mine advice or conſent ; and if you do,you 
er | bad beſt look to ſtand faſt. 
ar | My Lordreplyed ( bewitched with the love of the 


Mp Counteſle,and moved with the words of Sir Tho. O47, 
iſ | for ſlcighting her ) My owne legs are ſtreight , and 
a- | ſtrong enough to bear me up ; butin faith, I will be 
| even with you for this ; and 1o parted from him in a 
1d | great rage, 
\y | This conference was over-heard by ſome in an 
$/ | adjoyning room , and their depohtions for rhe trurh 
"y thereof were read in Court. 
. | Although this conference moved the Earle to ſuch 
| a ſuddain choler , yer it ſeemed Sir Tho.Over. con- 
| ccired it not to be otherwiſe then a ſuddain extream 
| diſtempcrature, or paſſion, and not a final concluſion 
c. | of their boſome friendſhip; in which the Earle 
1 ſcemed as reciprocal as before, howfoever in 
= double dealing it ſeemed v0 be clearly other. 
WIIC. 4 
f For upon this the Earle moved the King to ap- 
point Sir Tho. Over, to be Ambaſladour for Ruffga: 
the Kivg willing to prefer Sir Thomas, as one whoſe 
worth and valour was yet unknowne to his Ma- 
yi Jeſty, accordingly injoyned him thar ſervice ; rhe 
bf which Sir Thomas was moſt willing to accepe of as a 
) gracious aſpe& of the King towards him ; which wil- 
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lingneſle of his was proved by the depoſitions of waa 


or three witnefles read in Court , and by the oath of 
Sir Dudly Diggs, who voluntarily ar the arraignmeng 
in open Court upon his oath witneſſed how dir ThoxsJr 
a5 had imparted to him his readinefle to be in+4F}ſi 
ployed in an Anibaſlage. | | NM 
The Earle as well abuſing the Kings favours in] P 
moving ro ſhew favour , wherein he meant the party | a 
ſhould take no benefir, as bearing, unhoneſt friendſhip 
in conference with Sir Thomas concerning that im- | k 
ployment, perſwaded him to refuſe to ſerve Ambaſla- | 
dour, whereby (quorh he) I ſhall nor be able to per- | 


forme fuch kindneſfle to your adyantage , as having | n 


you with me ; and .(quoth he) it you be blamed or | 


k 
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comm.tred for it, care not, I will quickly free you 
from all harme : Sir Thomas thus betrayed by a friend, 
rcfuſcd to ſerve in that nature , whereupon by juſt e- 
quity he was committed ro the Tower. | 
| Keing thus committed , he was preſently commir- | 
red cloſe priſoner, and a Kceper he muſt have, | 
and who muſt that be but this 7«ſton, who was coms- * 
mended by the Counteſle of Eſſex to Sir Thomas | 
Mon(on to be by him commended dver unto the | 
Lieutenant of the Tower to be Keeper ro Sir Tho, | 
Over, Sir Tho, Monſon according to the Counteſles | | 
requeſt , commended the ſaid ſton to Sir Fervas | 
Flvts ; whereupon the Lieutenant entertained the | 
{aid «ſten,and appointed him to be Keeper to Sir Th. * 
Overb.The ſaidweſton upon his own contefſhon read in | 
Court, Ggned with his mark, had during the time that | 
ſhe was' Counteſſe of Eſſex , been a procurer and a 1 
Pander tothe ſaid Earle Viſcount Rocheſte;, and the | 
faid Counteſle of Eſſex, for the convening and ef- | 
ieting of their adulterate deſires, which they did 
divers times conſummate , meeting in Mrs, Turners | 
houſe once berween the houres of cleven and twelve | 
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wo jar Hamerſiith, and divers times ellewhere for that 
off purpoſe ; ſo that now by the procurement of the ſaid 
-ngf Counteſs (who hated Sir T.Ovtrb, tor being a means 
h04fro keep them from contaminating themſelves with 
m4 [ſuch luſtful imbracements, and from the propoſed 
Marriage they mutually laboured to compaſs) Her 
in | Pander was become his Keeper, a fir Agent for Lult 
Ty | and Murther. | 
up} mweftoa now being become Sir Tho. Ozerb. Keeper, 


(| 


's | Tune; upon this murtherous promiſe, the very ſame 
ie | day Weftgn became Sir Tho, Keeper, being 6. May, 
), | 1613. ſent unto him the ſaid 7cſtoz certain yellow 
's | poyloncalled Foſacar, ina viall; weſton having re- 
s | ceived thar poyſon the torcſaid 6. May, ar night 
© | bringing Sir Tho, Overb, ſupper in one hand,and the 
* vialinthe other, meets with the Lieutenant, and asks 
! him in theſe terms, Sr, ſhall 1grue it him nom; upon 
| this word 2ow my Lord Chiet Juſtice demurs to 
gravare the maliciouſneſs, a—_— that this particle 
zaw ſhewed a reſolution to poyſon him, onely fittime 
and circumſtances were ro be reſpe&ed by him. What 
ſhall you give him > replyes the Lieurenant. YVeſios 
replyes, As if you do not know Sir. The Licurenanc 
blaming him, he carries the poylon into an inner 
C 4 room, 
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room, which wefon did adminiſter tos Sir Tho,Overb, 
the 9. May in broch : this was proved both by efon 
and rhe Lieuenants Confeſſion. 

refton having given this poyſon, which wrought 
very vehemently with him by vomits, and extream 
purging, he preſently demands his reward of Mrs. 
Turaer, who replies, The man is nor yer dead, perte& 
your work, and you ſhall have your hire. This was 
confeſled by Wefton under his mark. 

Sr Tho,Overb, by his cloſe impriſonment and poy- 
ſon, growing ſick, and daily languiſhing, after thice | 
or four weeks ſpace conſidering he had not obrained | 
his freedome and releaſe, having no friends ſuffered | 
to come unto him, but onely ſuch as the Earl ſent ro | 
comfort him (of his own followers) wrote to the Earl * 
ro remember his impriſonment, who returned ans | 
ſwer, The time would not ſuffer, bur aſſoon as poſſible } 
ir might be he would haſten his delivery (ſo indeed | 
it ſeems he intended to do) bur nor ſo as Sir Tho, | 
Overb. conceived, whoſe true afte&ien would nor | 
admir his judgement to debate the ſtrangeneſs of his 
impriſonment, which he might well think rhen the | 


Earl might cafily have relieved. | 
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On the 5. of Func Viſcount Fockefter ſent a Letrer | 
to Sir Tho, Overb, in the Letter he ſent him a white *' 
powder, willing Sir Tho. to take it, It will (quorh he) | 
make you more fick, bur fear not, I will make this a | 
means for your delivery, and for the recoyery of your 
health : Sir Tho. never dreaming of baſe treachery, | 
bur conceiving of it as friendly policy, received the | 


ſaid powder, which wrought upon him moſt yches- | 


mently, whereupon his fickneſs grew more violent, | 


and his languiſhment encreaſed ; which white powder | ' 


upon Weftons confeſſion was poyſon. | 
- Sir Tho. Overb, his ſickneſs encreaſing, and with it 
his wondring that he could not in two months be re- 
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leaſed after his Phyfick taken, he thus wrore to the 
Ear], lamenting his own eſtate, and taxing the Earl 
of his forgerfulneſs of his weak eſtate ; for his faith 
being thus ſhaken with the Earls unkindneſs, gave 
way for his judgement to ſcan thoſe ations , rather 
like an underſtanding man, then a loving friend, as 
appeareth by his Letter ſent to Rocheſter, the ette& 
whereof was thus, as is averred by the depoſitions of 
Sir Tho.Ove:b.ſervants,who ſaw the Letrer. 

Sir, 1 wonder you have not yet ſound means to effi ft 
my dclruery ; but 1 remember you ſaid you would be 
even with me ( not ſuſpeQing, as ir ſeemeth, any 
poyſoning, but an unkind forgetfulneſs of my Lord 
of RocheSi'r ) and ſo you are indeed ; but aſſure your 
ſelf my Lord, if you do not releaſe me, but ſuffer me 
me thus to dye , my blood will be required at you; 
hands: 

My Lord comforts him, and excuſes, that it cannoc 
ts be compaſled, Sir Tho. after the powder taken 

angu:ſhed deadly,and ro comfort him ſome followers 
of niy Lord of Rocheſter are ſent to him daily, inthe 
name of my Lord, by the appointment and procurc- 
ment of the Lady Eſſex (as FVeſton confeſſed) ro 
viſit, and comfort him; and intreat him, if he defired 
any meats, he ſhould ſpeak, and it mighr better (per- 
haps) be provided for him then he ſhould have any 
from the Tower. This was three moneths after his 
impriſonment. 

He, as men fick , deſired luſcious meatrs', Tarts 
and Jellies, which were provided by Mrs, Trzer 
with the knowledge of the ſaid Counteſs, and ſent un- 


to him, of which he did eat, the which Tarts were 


poyſoned with Mercury ſublimate, not being fo well 
coloured as other Tarts are; and VV/cition con- 
feſled , that he was firaightly charged nor to taſte 
thereof, | | - 
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Sir Tho. thus continuing Janguiſhing and conſu- 
ming with the extremity ot ſickneſs unrill 6.Septemb, 


then the aforeſaid Mrs. Tuner did procure an Apo- i: 


thecaries boy for 20.1. to poylon a Glyſter, which 
was by the boy and Y/efton afterwards adminiſtred 


as good Phylick upon 7. Oftob. After the receipt of 


the Glyſter, he fell into great extremiry of vomiting 


b 
and other purging, which left him not rill it cauſed his [F 
b 


ſoul to leave his poyloned body, This YYecſton con- 


felled and figned. c 


Being thus dead, he was preſently and very unre- 
verendly buried in a pit digged in a very mean place. | 
On his body thus venomouſly infe&ed appeared di- | 
vers blains and bliſters, whereupon they to rake away 
as well his good name as his life, did flanderouſly re- * 
port that he dyed of the French Pox ; but this repore | 
was cleared in Court by the depoſitions of bis ſer- | 
vanrs and other men of worth there read, that before ! 
his impriſonment he was a clear and ſound body, only | 
he had an Iflue in his left arm purpoſely made tor the 
benefit of his nature, for the avoiding of Rhume and 
ill humours, which with continual fitting at his ſtudy | 
' he had ſubjeRed himſelf unro. He further obſerved | 
the confeſsion of the Lieutenant to be, thar if any pri- | 
ſoner dycd there, his body.is to be viewed, and inqui- | 
fition to be taken by the Coroner. | 

Bur Sir Tho. Overb. friends and others might by 


; 


no means be ſuffered to ſee his body, although it was 
reported that chere was Inquiſition taken,yet it could | 
by no means be found. | 
After Mr, Attorney had ended his ſpeech, Mr.arr | 
alſo of Counſel for the King, declared to the Court } 
what familiarity he had with Sir Tho. being both of ! 
the Temple rogether, much commending his ſingular | 
' honeſt and vertuous converſation, affirming that he | 
was addicted to no diſhoneſt ations ; and trom "= 
C 
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e proceeded to urge his hard uſage inthe Tower, 
»b, here he might have no company but the Apothe- 
ary and a Walloon, and repeating the ſending of the 
ch JTarts and Jellies in my Lord of Somerſets name, ard 
ed fending his ſpeech with this ſaying, Pereat unus ne 
of [pcreant omnes; pereat peccans me pereat Reſpub, Then 
ng [by the commandment of the Court were read by Mr, 
his [Fazſ[bhaw the examination of divers witneſlcs taken 
n- |before the Lord Chief Juſtice and others, which in 
effc& was as followethe | 
"C= | 
ve. 
li- [Lawr. Davis ſervant to Sit Tho. Overbury examincd 


ay | 15. Oftob. 1615. before the Lord 
7 Chicf Fuſiice, 
Dy 


re | E ſaid, that he had ſerved Sir Tho. Ovcrb.eight 
H-« nine years, in all which time he was ver 
he | ©>* © healthful, and never kept his bed for any fick- 
id | neſs,on!y he was troubled ſometimes with the Spleen, 
ly | for caſe whereof he had by the advice of his Phyſician 
ed | an Ifſue made in his left arm, but before his impri- 
i= | ſonment he had no ſores, bliſters, or other defeRs in 
i= | his body. Alfo he ſaith, Sir To. would haye gone 
| over upon the Embaſlage , but was diflwaded by 
dy | Somerſet, who promiſed to bear him our. He- com- 
as | plained, he needed not to be a priſoner, it Somerſet 
Id } would; and if he dyed his blood ſhould be required 
] arhis hands; Thar Soxze;ſet was as good as his word, 
77 | who told him at Newmarket he would be even with 
4 1 Sir Tho, Quverb, NES j | 
d R 
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Henry Payſton azother ſervant of Sir Tho. 
Orerb. examined, 15, Oftob- 
t# 2H 


conſtitution of body z that he uſed ſometimes to 
run, to play at Foils, and ſuch like ; that he 
was of a moderate diet, nevct had any ſores ſav.ng the 
ſaid Iflue in his arm ; that Sir Tho, wrote Letters to 
Somerſet, ſignifying he necded nor to lye in priſon if 


Somer{et would, and it he dyed, his blood ſhould be ! 


required at his hands ; alſo that Sir Tho, at one of 
the clock at night meeting Somerſet in the Galleryar 
PYhbite-Hall, had ſpeeches with him touching the 
Counteſs, whom he called baſe woman, and told So- 
merſct he would overthrow all the Kings favours and 
honours: and upon diſpleaſure between them at this 


conference, Sir Tho. defired Some;ſet he might have | 


his portion due, and he would ſhift for himſelt,where- 
unto Somerſet anſwered, And my legs are ſtrong enough 
z0 cai'ry me, and ſo flung away in an anger; all which 
this examinant heard, being in a ber next to the 
Gallery. 

Sir Dudty Dr? gs being prefent in Court, and ſworn, 


declared Viva voce, that he was ſent by a Privy- | 


Councellor a great man to Sir Tho. Overb, to bring 
him to this great man, which he did, and coming 
back rogether over the water in a Boat, Sir Tho, was 
much diſcontented, the reaſon whereof he ſaid was, 


chart he was perſwaded by the great man to withdraw | | 


himſelf from the Court for ſome reaſons which he 
diſcloſed; not and Sir Dudly being ſent afterwards by 
the Lords to know the reſolution of Sir Tho. touching 


the Embaſlage, he found him rorely upon my Lord of | 


Somerſet, ſaying, My precious Chict knows the Rog 
| min 


E affirmeth, that Sir Tho. was of a very good | 
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mind berrer then any, and I the mind of my precious 
Chick, | | 


Richard Wefton the P;:ſoner 6, Offob. 
co:am Cook & Crew. 


E afftirmeth, that before Sir Tho, was in the 
Tower,he this examinant carried three Letters 
:0 Some;ſet for the Lady Eſſex,rto Royſton, News- 
market, and Hampton-Couit, and he delivered an- 
ſver to Mrs. Turner, and that upon the Letter to 


| Hampton-('ourt he had anſwer by word of mouth, on- 
| ly that his Lordſhip would come ; and that comi 


back he mer with rhe Counteſs and Mrs. T#17e7 h 
way, in the Coach, whom he told chat the Lord on 
anilwered fo, whereupon the Counteſs ſtrook our. of 
the way into a Farmers houſe hard by, whither within 
a little ſpace Somerſer came ; and thar afterwards they 


| met inthe night at Mrs. Txrzers houſe in Pater-no- 


#er-70w ; and he confefleth, that of a year before Sir 
Tho, his impriſonment no man carried Letters be» 
tween them bur he, 


Si; Tho.Monſon, 5. 00b. Coram Cook 
 &- Crew. 


| E faith, that he never knew Y/eſten until Sir 
The. Qverb, was priſoner in the Tower, and 
at he preferred him to the Lieutenant to be 


| Keeper to Sir Tho; Overb. at the requeſt of the 


Counteſs. 
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Anne Turner widow examined 11 O06. 161 Fo 
coram Cook, 


He ſaith that Weſton was an ancient ſervant, and 

her husbands Bayliffe in the Country : ſhe de- 

nieth to have anything to doe in placing him in 
the Tower, bur ſaith the Countefle of Eſſex did effe& 
it, and uſed the helpe of Sir The. Monſon therein. 


Sir Jervas Elvis examined 3. Offob. 1615. coram 
Cook & Crew. 


FJ; Faith, that he had a letter from Sir Tho. 


A Keeper to Sir Tho,Overb, and that he did per= 
forme it ; and afterwards having conference with Sir | 
Tho. Monſon , told him that his Keeper was not to; 
ſuffer any ferrers or tokens to be delivered to him. 
| 


Richard Weſton the priſoner examined againe. 


4 
4 


3 


E confefleth he ſhewed the Glaſle that was de- | 
livered him by his ſon from the Counteſle, to 
che Licurenant, and told him it came from the | 


Monſon, requeſting him that Weton might m1 4 


Counteſſe of £ſſex,and tharhe I him nor to | 
r 


give it to Sir Tho. Qverb.and ſai 


( he had divers Tarts | 
from the Countelle to give to S* Thomas, with Cavears | 


that himſelf ſhould nor taſte of them , and confeſlerh | 


he thought they were poyſoned. He faith Mrs. Turner | 


appointed him to came to #hite-hall , and that ſhe | 


dealr with him rogive Sir Tho.Overb.che water, and 
rold him he ſhould nor drinke thereof , and promiſed 


him a great reward, and he ſuſpeed ir was poyſon; | 


' his fon afterwards delivered him the glafſle which he | 
ſhewed to the Licutenant, who rebuked him ; and ſo | 
he | 


In 
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| he ſerthe plaſſe in a ſtudy near to Sir Thomas his 


chamber, bur gave it him not, although he told Mrs, 


| Tier the next day he had given the water , which 


! 


E confefſeth he received a Glaſſe-from the 


| 
= 
0! 
e j 
'.) 5 
'S \ 


O 
- 


*1 
on 
by 


ys V0 Soi owns TY XY 1 Oo 


_ 
bh 
*» 
” 
= 
p; 


»5 WW 
CE TT On 


made Sir Thomas to vomir aftren , and to be exceed- 
ing ficke. He ſaith Mr. Zames , and Mr. Rawlings, 
ſervants to the Countefſe, came often to know of this 
Examinant how Sir Thomas did, and what he would 
cat, and they delivered him Jelly and Tarts,which he 


| gave to Sir Thomas who did eat thereof. He ſaith he 


demanded of Mrs. Tx/7e7 his reward, who anſwered, 


| he was not to haye his reward untill Sir Thomas was 


dead , and that he was promiſed a Purſeyants place, 
bur confefſeth that afterwards at two ſeverall times 
he received ſecretly aftcr the death of Sir Thomas 
tor a reward by Mrs, Tx7ner , from the Counteſle, 


| 180 lt, 


William Weſton, ſor to the priſoner exammed. 


Counteſle by her ſervants rwo inches long, 


being wrapped in a paper,which he delivered 


! tohis father in the Tower. 


Then was read the confeflion of the Licurenant 
rw the King, that{yefton met him, carrying Sir 
Thomas's ſupper in one hand , and the glafle in 


| the other, and demanded of the Licurenant thus ; 


Sir, ſhallI give it him now ? wherear the Lieurenanc 


ſtepped to him, and asked him what ? to which 


! Weſton ſaid, why , know you not whar is to be done 2? 
} and ſorthe Lieurenant having made him to confeſle 


the matter, diflwaded hum, and he ſeemed to be reſo- 
lure ner ro do it ; and afterwards this weſton confefſed 
to the Lieutenant an Apothecary had ewenty pound 
tor miniſtring a Glifter to Sir Tho.Overbuiy, 


Welton 
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Weſton the priſoner examined" beſore the Lord 
Zouch, and othcrs. 


Onfeſſerh, that Sir Thomas had a Glyſter which 
(oe him fixty ſtools and vomits:; alſo being 

cnfronted with the writings of Sir 7er, Elvis, 
and charged therewith , confefleth the ſame to be 
truc. 


| 


k 
: 


Simon Marſon Mnfittan examined. 


-Aith he ſerved Sir Tho, Monſon fix years, and was { 
S preferred by him to the Kings ſervice, but wa.ted 
ſomerimes upon Sir Thomas, Monſon ; he ſaith} 

he reccived divers Tarts and jellies from the Couns | 
tefſe of Eſſex , ro be carricd to the Licutenant of the | 
Tower for Sir Tho. Over, 


Paul de la Bell examned. Eu + 


” 


* Aith , thatthethird of 7uly, he made Sir Tho - 
Over. a Bath by Dr. Michams advice to coole his 
body , and he ſaw his _ exceeding fair and 

clearz and again, he ſaw his body (being dead) full of | 

Bliſters, and ſo conſumed away as he never ſaw the 

like body. 


Giles Rawlings a kinſman of Sir Thomas Over- 
bury examined, 


Aith, upon the bruit of the murther of Sir Tho? 
he was taxed by ſome why he made no proſecuti- 
onz he thereupon made a Petition, and delivered 


.ir to the King, that the examination of the cauſe 


might be referred to the judgement of the Law , and 
denicth 
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denicth that he was perſwaded by any to the contrary; 
He ſaith , that he comming often to the Tower to ſee 
Sir Thomas, could nor be ſuffered to ſee him ſo much 
as out of the windows , and eſton told him it was 
the commands of the Councel, and the Licute- 
nant, 


The Lieutenant of the Tower examined. 


VVefton came tohim and told him, he was 
much negle&ed and fleighred by the Coun- - 
tefle, and could receive noreward ; bM afterwards he 
contefled he had received a hundred pounds, and 


ſhould receive more ; and the Lieutenant a!ſo ſaith, 


| | ſaith, that after the death of Sir Tomas, 


| that Sir Thomas was yery angry with his Apothecarie 
| atcertain Vomirs which he hadzand alſo that theTatts 


and [cllies which he had , would be found within a 
day or two ſtanding ill coloured;and rhat no body did 
eat thereof but Sir Thomas : and YVeiten contclied 


to him that an Apothecaric had rwenty pounds for mi- 


| niſtrinp the Glyſter. Theſe examinations being read 


and applied to the purpoſe , the Lord Chief Juſtice 
laid he would diſcharge his dury firſt ro God, in giveng 


{ all glory for the bringing to light of ſo hcrrible an 


wicked a faR; and ncxt ro the King (his great Maſter) 
who as in caſe of the like nature, in the caſe of 


! Zang. and Tc& , ſo ſpecially in this caſe hath given 
| given 5 am charge of duc and juſt examination to 


be had without any partiality or fear of the world; to 
the intent as well the innocent might be free, as the 
nocent and guilty ſeverely punithed, 

And for this purpoſe , his Majeſty had with his 


| owne hand written two ſheets of paper on both fides, 


con:erning Juſtice to be adminiſtred to all perſons 


which were to be examined ; which writing the Lord 
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Chief Juſtice ſhewed to che Lord Maior,and the reſt of | 


the Commiſſioners : and then he declared the Kings 
Iuſtice, whoalbeit the many favours and nonors which 
his Majeſty had beſtowed upon the Lord of ow {ol 
and his nearnefſc to his perſon by reaſon of his office; 
yet he had committed him priſoner to the Dean of | 
reſtminſter under the cuſtody of S* 0!:v:r, & S* Fobm, 
and alſo had committed his Lady : ſo having laſt of all 
demanded igain of the priſoner, it he would put him- | 
ſelf ro be tried by the Country, which he refuſed z che | 
Court was adjour ned untill Munday following at two 
of the clock inthe afternoon. | 


4 | | 
The ſecond Arraignment of Ric hard Weſton. | 


N Munday the 23 0.1615. to which day the. | 
'0/> was adjourned by the ſaid Commiſſton; | 

afer Proclamation made, the Jury of life an 
dearth called the priſoner, /Yeſton was ſer to the Bar, | 
and M* Fanſhaw Clerk of the Crown , declarcd to | 
him that he had been formerly arraigned , and plea- | 
ded nor guilty : ſo he demanded of him how he would - 
be tryed ? whereunto the priſoner anſwered , by God | 


5. 969 a @ <<  Q 


and his Country; and thereupon the Jury being *' 
tworn,the Indi&ment being read, as before, Sir Lawr, | 
Hide the Queens Attorney, being of the Councel | 
ſor the King, having briefly rehearſed the effe& of | 
the Inditment, ſhewed how that he muſt neceffarily 
mention others that were guilty of the ſame fa&, 
wherein if any other man were touched, their cauſe | 
i t was, and nor he that touched them. | 

And theretorc Y/e(tgn being but a ſtranger ro Sir | 
Tho Overbury, and one who by himſelf could reap no | 
benefit by his death,it was againſt all reaſon he would | 
do it himſelf, rhcretore(ſaid he) I muſt needs open the | 
whole plot ; and having firſt declared rhe worth and 
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of S, Tho. Overbury. 35 
honeſty of Sir Tho. Overb, ſhewed his familiarity 


| with the Lord of Reckeſter, and how he often willed 


him to forbear the company of the Lady Ef x,rearm- 


| ing her a vile and baſe woman, which ſtirred up the 


To 


| ment at the Tower , he was ſent for tothe Counteſle, 


anger and malice of the Countefle againſt him. 

And afterwards the King intended for the hgnour 
and preferment of Sir Tho. Ovrb. to ſend him upon 
an Ambaſlage ; whereunto he was willing, but was 


| dealt with, and perſwaded by Rocheſte; ro.diſobey the 
| Kings dire&ion and counſel , wich promiſes that he 


would bear him out;upon which contempt Sir Thomas 
was committed to the Tower 22 Afril 1613, Sir 
William Wade heing Lieutenant of the Tower; and 
the 6. of May following,Sir William was removed,and 
Sir 7cr.Elvis pur in his place. 

And the very next day after , Weſton by the pro- 
curement of the Countefle , was preferred to the ſer- 
vice of the Lieutenant, and to be Keeper of Sir Tho. 


Overb.,which wefton had been ſervant to Mrs. Turncy, 

and rhe onely agent in conveying letters and meſſages 
1 ſhould Fave been to ſave and keep, was now appoin- 
; ted to kill and murther him. 


berween Roch. and the Counteflez and he whoſe office 


He ſhewed how the very ſame day of his entertain- 


| who promiſed him that if he would give Sir Thomas 


r 
O 
d 
c 
d 
/ 


| his ſon; and the ſame night Weſton mecting the Lieu- 


- 
_ 


! a Water that ſhould be delivered to him, he ſhould be 


| well rewarded ; and ſhe bad him nor taſte of it him- 
| ſelf. 


And that the ninth or May aforeſaid, the ſaid wa- 
ter was ſecretly {ent from the Counteſfte ro Weſton by 


tenant, with Sir Thomas's ſupper in one hand, and the 
Glaſſe in the other, he demanded of him, Sir, ſhall 1 
= it him now ? whereupon the Licurenant took 


im aſide, and diflwaded him ſo far forth , thar he 
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confefled he thanked God on his knees that he had 

met with him 3 Burt Mr. Attorney obſerved this not- 

withſtanding, thay the Licurenant did ler him go a- 

way with the poyſon ; and albeit He now denyeth he 

ever gave the poylon, yet ſaid he did deliver it ; He 

; confeileti to Mrs. Trac he had done it, ſaying, Ic 

madchin very flick, and ro yom:t ofren, demanding 

of her his reward ; the aniwered; he was not to have 

it til! Sir 70. was dead. Then he ſhewed, 30. June 

following, « certain powder-\was {cnt in a Letter to Sr 

Tho. fem Rach, pertwading him not to tear, rhovgh 

it made him ſick, for thar ſhould be his reaſon to 

move wie King for his enlargement. And that thie 14 

Septemb. ion and the Apothecary miniſtred the 

Glyſter ro Sir 7ho. which gaye him 60. ſtools and 

Yomits, and that he dyed the next day, remembring 

the botches and bliſters on his body being dead. 

He ſhewed how Weſton came to Mrs, T4 ne for his 

reward, which was defericd till his death ; and that 

he had received in fecrer from the Counteſs by Mrs, 

Tine art ſeveral times for his reward 189.1.and that 

the Apothccary had for his reward 20, 1. all which * 
7;e5to% had confeſled to be truce. 

Then re;nembring how ignominioufly they buried 
him, not {uitering any to ſee him for fear he ſhould be 
digged up again, and without any Coroners inqueſt 
that thould be found ; And thus he ended his 
{pcech, 

And all this opened and ſet forth by Mr. Attorney, 
Mr. 17;7a; onely adged thus much, which he defircd 
rac Jury to confider, that L"Yeſton was ſeryant to Mrs. | 
T#:7< when Sir Tho, was committed, and then he 
was entcrtained and made Keeper to Sir Tho, and ha- 
ving diſpatched his buſineſs, Sjr T-0. being dead and 
poyloncd,he ſtayes no longer at the Tower, bur returns 
apain to his Mrs, THI, 


Then 
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Then the Lord chict Juſtice exhorred the Jury to rake 
God before their eyes, with equall balance to weigin 
as well the anſwer of the priſoner as the proofs and cx- 
aminations agaiaſt him,declaring unto them how qui- 
etly and freely he had examined him w:thout any mc- 
nacing, or threatning, or rough uſage, which the 
priſoner confetlced ; and my Lord, for matter of Law, 
{ar;sficed the Jury, thar aJbeit in the Indi&ment ir be 
ſaid to be Foſacar, white Arſarch, Mereury ſriblr- 
mate, yet Jury were not ro expe. ſo preciſc proof in 
that point, Mewing how impoſhible it were to convie: 
a poyſ{oncr, who uſerh nor to take any witneſlcs to the 
compoſing o'T1is ſl:bber ſauces; wherefore he declares 
the Law in the like caſe, as if a man be inditicd tor 
murthering a man with a dagger, and it fa'l our up- 
on cyidence to have been done with a {werd, or with 
a Rapier, or with neither, but with a ſtaffe; in this 
caſe the inſtrument skillerh nor, ſo that the Jury finde 
the murther g and fo in ine Priſoners caſe, it they 


would be far:sfied of the poyſoning, it ski!leth nc: 


4 wirh what, therefore he required them to attend the 


provokes, 

| Then were read firſt the Examinations 9f 7,v;. 
| Davy as at the firſt Arraignment, then of H:7:y 
, 


: Payton, both ſervants to Sir Th. then of Fl ors 
himſelf formerly read.z the examination of Sir D 1- 
| vid /V Yood taken the 21. Ofob. 1615. fince tac firſt 


| Arraignment, He ſaiti he had obrained the Kings 


conſent to a ſuir, for which he was a Petitioner, and 
that he was crofitzd by Hoch. and S:r Tho. Ouch, thar 


"| for certain words kc had reccived from Sir Tho. he in- 
| rended to baſtinado him; that his fur would have 
| been worth 2200. 1. and that Koch, would not ler ir 
| pals unleſs he might have 1200. 1. 


Thar the Lady Eſſex ſent for this examinant upon 


| te day that the King and Qucen went to Roctu/!, 
. 7 


3 With 
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with the Lady E/:T. and told him ſhe underſtood he 
had received much wrong from Sir Tho, Overb. and 
that he was a Gent, that could revenge himſclf, and 
that Sir Tho.had much wronged her ; and Sir David 
anſwered, that Sir Tho. had refuſed him the Ficld:; 
ſhe perſwaded him to kill him, and promiſed him for 
his reward and protection from his enemies 
which he reluſed, ſaying, He would be loth to hazar 
going to Tyborz upon a womans word ;z bur ſhe ſtill 
perſwaded him he might eafily do it, as he retur- 
ned late home from Sir Charles YV'/ulmots in his 
{Coach, 


' Then were read the Examinations of Sir 
Tho. Monſon and Mrs. Turner, as 
at the firſt Aitarnment. 


Exr, the Examination of JYeſton before the 
New Zouch, Sir Ralph YVV/inwood, Sir Tho. 

Patiy, and Sir Foxlk Grewill, ar the Dutch 
houſe 2x. Septemb. 1615. where Weſton did confeſs 
he was preferred to the keeping of Sir Tho, Overbury 
by Mrs. Tx:7e; upon the means and requeſt of Sir 
Tho. M0n{on to the Lieutenant, and that the told him 
he ſhould be well rewarded ; and being confronted 
with a relation in writing which Sir Fer. Elvis had 
made to the King, as touching Sir Tho, Overbury, he 
confeflcd the lame to be true, 


The 
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4 The Examination of the Lieutenant, taken 
d ] 5, Oftob. 1615. 
d 


. E ſaith, that having conferred with his ſervanrs 
r abour the time of WeFons coming to the 
S, Tower, he found ir to be the very next day af- 
4 | ter bc was made Lieutenant, and had poſlefſion of 
11 | the Tower, and that he had Letrers trom Sir Tho. 
re | 240aſon that WeStin might be Keeper to Sir Tho. 
is | Ouerb which Letters he hath loſt ; and Sir Tho. Mon- 
ſon cold him rhe chief purpoſe of Weitons keepin 
Sir Tho. Overb. was to ſuffer no Leners or other =y 
ſage to paſs to or from, and to that purpoſe he adyi- 
ſed the Licutcnanr. 


Weſtons Examination, 5. of Offober, 
1615, 


| E confefſerh, rhar the next day he was prefer- 


AQ 


red to the Tower, he had the keeping of Sir 

Tho. Overb. and ſoon after he received the 
glaſs by his ſon ſecretly from the Counteſs, and thar 
the Lieurenant told him all the Tarts came likewiſe 
from her ; and he confefleth, that the Counteſs willed 
him to give them to Sir Tho, but not ro taſte of them 
himſelf. 


— 
1 


0 oc M1 em99. 


Weſton examined, 1. Oftob. 1615, 


Onfefſeth, that Mrs. T#+#.appointed him to come 

'S: Whzite-Hall ro the Counteſs the next day that 

he was at the Tower, and that he went, and 

- | that the Counteſs did requeſt him to give Sir Tho. 
OFverb. what ſhe ſhould deliver him; bur not to drink 

of it himſclf; ſhe promiſed to give him a gnod re- 

| D 4 ward, 
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ward, and he ſuſpeed it was poyſon, and he received 
the glaſs by his ſon, and rold the Licutenant of it, 
who did rebuke him; and he ſer the Glaſs in a little 
ſtudy, He confeſſcrh he rold Mrs. Txrzcr he had 
given it him, and demanded his reward. Thar Mr. 
7ames and Mr. Rawl.my Lord of Somerſets men came 
often ro know of him whar Tarts, Jellies , or Wine 
Sir Tho. would have, and they brought divers tumes | 
Tarts and Jellics, whereof he did car. | 


| CITE | 


The Confeſſion of the Lieutenant to bis Majeſty, | 
Your Majeſties ſervant Sir Jer- 
vas Elvis. 


with me with Sir Tho. ſupper and the glaſs, and 
asked me, Sir ſhall 1 give ut him now £ where- 
in I proteſt unto your Majeſty my ignorance, as I 
would alſo be glad to proteſt the ſame to the world ; 
{o 1 privately conferred with Weſton, and by this 
means made him aflured unto me, and knew all, bur 
diſlwaded ; and as Weſton hath ſince the deazh of 
Sir Te. confefled unto me, that the Glyſter was his 
overthrow, and the Apothecary had 20, 1. for admi- 
niſtring it. | 
Here the Lord Chief Juſtice obſerved by this que- 
ſtion of weſtoz ro the Lieutenant, Sr ſhall 1 give tt 
b:17 now ? that it was preſently agreed and plotted | | 
before whar ſhould be : wry and that nothing more | 
= doubred on , but the time when it ſhould be 
ONCE, 
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A Frer Weſton was placed in the Tower, he mer 
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The teſtimony of Lawrence Davis , take 
#008 Oath before Cook and 
Crew. 


E affirmeth that 7eſtoz delivered him a Letter 
from Sir Tho. Owerb. to Roch, the effe&t where- 
of was, that he would do his cndeayor in being 
a means of friendſhip between Roch. and ſome others, 
but as touching the Marriage with the Counteſs of 
Eſſey,he would neyer give his conſent; and alſo bring 
ing a Letter from Roch. to Sir-Tho. Monſon, he deli- 
vered it to ſtor, and a paper of white powder fell 
out, which Rock, perſwaded Sir Tho. Overb. to eatc, 


| and nor to fear, though it made him fick, for rhat 


ſhould be a means for his enlargement, ſo they put 


| the powdcr into the Lerner again ; He faith, he ſaw 
| {ſome part of rhe powder in #eſtens hand after the 


deatiz of Sir Tho. OQuerbury. 


The Examination of Simon Weſton and Paul 
de la Bel as at the firſt Arraignmnt, 
and Giles Rawlings Eſquirc,1s. 
Oftov. 1615. 


Aith, that upon the bruit of poyſoning of Sir 
Tho. Ove;b. being taxed of divers for that he 
ſtirred not in the marrer, Sir Tho. being his kinſ- 


| man, and means of his preferment, he did of him- 


ſelf prefer a Petition to the King , that the cauſe 
might be referred to the Judges of the Law for ordi- 
nary courſe of Juſtice, rather then to the Lords ofthe 
Councel, by them to be examined; of which he had a 
gracious Anſwer, and ſaith, that of 14. dayes before 
the death of Sir Tho. he could ncver be ſuffered to {ee 


him-cither in his chamber, or out of the w—_ 
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which Weſton ſaid was the commandment of the 
Lords and the Lieutenanr, 

And here the Lord Chief Juſtice obſerved whar a 
ſcandal! they put upon his Majeſty and the State, that 
a Gentleman and a Free-man being onely commirted 
upon contempt, ſhould more ſtraightly and cloſely be 
kept then a Traytor or Bondflaye, fo that neither his 
father, brother, or friend might poſſibly ſee him ; and 
ro that point Mr. Overbary, farther ro Sir Tho. ſware, 


being preſent in Court, who ſaid rhat his fon being 1; 


priſoner in the Tower, and himſelf nor being ſuffe- 
red to have acceſs unto him, he found at laſt that 
Koch, was the man that withſtood it. - 


. The Liewtenants Exammation, the F. 
of Oftober. 


Aith.rhat after the death of Sir Tho. Ov2rb, weſtors 
rFItold him chat he was negleRed by the Counteſs, 

and demanding his reward, Mrs. Turnc; rold him 
the Counteſs had no money ; but afterwards he con- 
fefſed hehad received ſome, and ſhould receive more. 
Thar Mr. ZFames told him, Somerſet would reward him 
for the pains he rook with Sir Tho, He faith the Tarts 
were ſent from the Counteſs to Sit Tho, which looked 
all-favouredly, and the Jellies with a little ſRandia 
would be furred, and thinkerh they were poyfoned 
Alſo YVefton rold him that the Aporhecary had 20, I. 
for giving the Glyſter, and that he was poyſoned with 
the Glyſter . 


Hence was obſerved as well by the Courr as the | 


Queens Attorney, that /YYeſton was not ſingle in his 
Confeſ{ton ; bur whenſoever- he had contefſed any 
thing in any. of his Examinations, it was likewiſe 


confirmed by the Examination of others, as the Lieu- 
tenant and his ſon. | 


The 
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the | 


The Examizuation of William Goare, ze of the 
At 2 | Sheriffes of London, 


hat 

ted A:th. Wefon being in his cuſtsdy , he often per- 
be fwaded hin to pur himſelf ro be trycd- by his 
his Country F W- Fon telling him he would firſt kill 


nd $1:m{-1f , and ask God forgiveneſs afterwards : and 
Te, iid , he hoped they would not make a Net to catch 
Ng F littic birds,and ict the great ones £0, 

te-fj Then Mr. War craving leave of tne Court ta 
aath ſpeak , pro:Ncd on his conſcience he never found a 
buſinel> prolecured ſo by degrees , which were the 
2: ound of Sir Tho. his overthrow ; he urged the evi» 
dence in the examination of Sir David VVood , and 
ſhewed the reaſons of the malice againſt him to be, for 
that he was ſo great an impediment to afteQions; then 
9 | he made the dependencyMrs. Tune; had to the Lady, 
ſs, | and Weſton to Mrs. T #;71c,and how they all concluded 
m | to kill Sir Tho. 0 vcrbuiy ; rhe like whereof (he ſaid) 
n= | our Fathers never ſaw before us 2 and he lamented 
©. } much the place from whence the poyſon came ſhould 
m | be from the Court, the place (ſaid he) from whence all 
rs men expected their ſaterics and protection. Laſtly, he 
ed | obſcrved the finger of God even in this, that the poy- 
bs fon had ſcarcely been ſuſpe&ed arall, or enquired 
l. 

h 


afrer , had it not been for the extraordinary ſtrange 
things appearing afrer hisdeath ; which was the firſt 
onely caulc of ſuſpicion and munering. 

The evidence being given, VVeSton was demanded 
© | whathe could ſay for himſelf , who although he had 
1S | before confeſled all his examinations to be true, yet 
Y | he ſeemed to excuſe himſelf ina kinde of ignorance 
© | or unawares ; h2 ſaid he received the Glafſe, and 
- | choughr it was nor good , but denicd rhe giving of it 
to Sir Thomas ; being demanded why he accuſed one 

Fra#hlts 
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Franklin for delivering to him the ſaid Glaſſe from 
the Counteſs ( from whom it was ſent) he” con. 
fefjed indecd it was to fave his childe ; And finally, 
could ſay nothing, that had any colour of material or 
ſubſtantial point to excuſe or argue innocency in him; 
ſo the Court referred him to the Jury , who went to- 
gether, and within ſhort ſpace returned, being agreed 
upon their verdi@, and there at the Bar gave in, thar 
V Vefion was guilty of the tellonies of murthering and 
poyſoning of Sir Tho.QuG bury; and then che Clark 
of the Crown demanded of him wharhe could fay for 
himſelf , why Judgement ſhould nor be pronounced 


againſt hiny according to the I aw. To which he an- | 


ſwered , he referred himſelf ro my Lord and the 
Country ; and then the Lord Chief Juſtice before 
he pronounced ſentence of death, ſpake to this effe, 
That for the duty of the place he muſt ſay ſomewhar , 
and that totwo ſeveral parties ; firft, ro the auditory, 
ſecondly , to the priſoner ; and that which he ſpake 
ro the auditory, he divided into four parts, VF. 

x The manifeſtation of the glory of God, and ho- 
nour of the King, 

2 The preventing of other damned crimes of poy- 
ſoning. ee X 

3 Anſwer to certain obje&ions. 

4 Thar there is no practice of conſpiracie in pro- 
ſecution of the buſineſs. 

I For the firſt, he obſerved the finger of God in the 
maniteſtation,and bringing to light of this matter, ha- 
ving flepr two years, being ſhadowed with Greatneſs, 
which cannot overcome the cry of rhe people ; he bb-" 
ſerved alſo the providence and goodneſs of God to put 
into the hcarts of himſelf, & the reſt of the Judges the 
day of the laſt Arraigning, when the priſoner ſtood: 
mure , nottogive judgement againſt him for that 
time, bur detctred it till now ; and how inthe mean 
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7 time , it pleaſed his Majeſty our of his gracious care 
| and pity , to ſend to the priſoner , firſt the Biſhop of 
| London, next the Biſhop of Ely, to admoniſh and per- 


ſwade him for the ſaving of his foul , who after cach 
ot them had ſpent rwo hours with him, and wheg all 
the means of man not prevailing with him, ir pleaſed 


God (when they had left him): ro move his heart ſo, 


| chat now he did pur himſelfro be tryed by his Coun- 
| try; by which means, uſing VVeStons own words, he 
| ſaid , the greateſt Flies ſhall nor eſcape , but receive 
| cheir puniſhment, For concluſion of this firſt point, 


he laſtly obſerved , Divinum quiddam in wvulgt opi- 


! one , for that ſo many uncertain rumours touch- 
ing this caſe, art laſt pxoved to be true, | 


Secondly , he declarcd how for preyintion of this 


| damned crime of poyſoning , Juſtice was the golden 


mean ; and declared his Majefties reſolution ſtri&ly 


| to execute Juſtice for that Treaſon , and he uſed this 
| ſaying, Nemo prudens,onc. and defired God that this 
| preſident of Ovei buries might be an example, and 
| rerrour againſt this horrible crime ; and therefore 
| it might be called rhe great Oyer of Poyſoning, 


Thirdly $ he faid that at the Arraignmenrt were 


| certain Critiques who had given out , the priſoner 
| ſhould deny bis Examinations, and found fo much 
| taulr for that the Examinations were read , the priſo- 
| ner ſtanding mute ; bur for the ftirſt:, how untrue ic 
| was], all che world ſaw, the priſoner here confefling 
| them all being read and ſhewed unro him. And for the 


ſccond, beſides rhar it was exceeding diſcrcer and con- 
venient,the world ſhould receive ſome ſarisfation in a 
cauſe of that nature, he cited and ſhewed whar by the 
Laws of the Land they ought and were bourid to do, 
notwithſtanding the greatneſs of any that mighr 
thereby be impeached , of whom he ſaid , although. 
this was UNiH)8 Ciimen, yet it Was not HNICKS 
C/11m60, Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, as rouching the ſuppoſed praQtice or coti-Þ 
ſpiracie, he ſolemnly proteſted ro God he knew none, || 
nor of any ſemblance or colour thereof; and therefore 
he much inveighed againſt the baſeneſs and unworthi- 
nefy of ſuch as went abour ſo untruly and wickedly to 
flander the courſe of Juſtice ; and ſs he came laſt of 
all to that which he had to ſpeak of weſton che pri= 
ſoncr. 

Firſt, rouching the wickedneſs of the fa&, he very 
ſeriouſly exhorred him to an unfeined confeffion and 
contrition for the ſame ; declaring unto him how that 
his confeſſion would be a ſatisfattion ro God and the 
world , if by faith and true repentance he woyld lay 
hold upon the merits of his Saviour, He perſwaded 
him that no vain hope, (which is a witch) ſhould keep 
him back from giving ſatisfa&ion to the world , by 
diſcovering the Grear ones ; aſſuring him thar after 
this life , as death left him , ſo judgement ſhould 
finde him: 

And laſtly, taking occaſion there to remember this 
poyſoning to have been a Popiſh trick , which he in- | * 
ſtanced by the example of Guinandus di Birlanus 
mentioned 22 Ed. 1. Squ1ze, that attempted to poy- 
ſon Queen E!:zabetbs Saddle; Lopeg,and Mrs. Tu;ner; c 
and proceeded to give Judgement,which was, That the D 
priſoner ſhould be carried from thenceto the place },. 
whence he came , and from thence to Tiburn, there |}. 
to be hanged by the neck till he were dead. 

Juſtice _—_— , the Lord Chicfe Juſtice com- C 
manded that the priſoner might have convenient re- | 
ſpe&, and the company of ſome godly learned men ro M 
inſtruc him for his ſouls health, h 
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The Arraignment of Anne Turner a Widow , at 
the Kings Bench Bar at Weſtminſter, 
7. Novem. 1615. 


He Inditment whereupon Richard Weſton took 

T 6 wryall, being repeated verbatim ; ſhe was In- 

. dited for comforting, aiding, and afliſting the 

id Weſton in the poyſonang to death of Sir Thomas 

Oucybury ; to which the pleaded not guilty , putting 

her ſelf upon God and the Country ; whereupon a 

very ſufficient Jury of two Knights, and the reſt Eſ- 

quires and Free-holders of M:ddeſex were ſworn and 

impannelled ; for the triall whereof, Sir Tho. Fowlcy 
was Fore-man. 

The Lord Chicfe Juſtice rold her, that women muſt 
be covered in Church, and not when they arc Ar- 
raigned, and ſo cauſed her to pur off her Hat ; whi.h 
done, ſhe covered her hair with her handkerchiffe,be- 
ing before drefled in her hair, and her Har over 
it, 

Sir Law/.Hide the Queens Attorney , opened the 
matter much to the effeR as he did at Weſftons Ar- 
raignment ; ſhewing the wickedneſs and hainouſneſs 
of poyſoning : he ſhewed further, there was one 
Dr.Fo:man dwelling at Lambeth, who dyed very ſud- 
denly,& a limntle hefore his dearh,defired rhar he mighr 
be buried very deep in the graye,or clſe(faid he)I 
fear you all. To him in his life time often reſorted 
Counteſs of Efſex, and Mrs Tx7ner, calling him Fa 
ther; their cauſe of comming was, thar by rhe force of 
Magick he ſhould procure the now Earle of Somerſet 
then Viſcount Rochefte; ro love her ;3 and Sir Aither 
Mainwajing to love Mrs Twrner, by whom (as it was 
there related ) ſhe had three Children :; Abour this 


buſineſs the Counteſs wrote ewe Legters , the one 
| co 
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co Mrs. Tur, the other to DoRor Forman as fol- 
loweth : 


The Counteſſes Letter to Mrs, Turner, 


Weer Tune;, 1am out of all hope of any good 

'n this work; for my Farther , Mother, and Bro- 

ther ſaid 1 ſhould lye with himz and my Brother 
Howard was here, and ſaid he'would not come trom 
this place all chis Winter ; ſo that all comfort is gone x 
and which is worſt of all, my Lord hath complained, 
he hath not lain with me, and I would not ſuffer him 
ro uſe me ; my Father and Mother are angry, burl 
had rather dic a thouſand times over ; for beſides the 
ſufferings, I ſhall loſe his love if I lye with himy I 
will never dcfire to ſee his face, if my Lord” 
that unto me :; my Lord is very well as ever he was, 
and ſo you may ſce in what a-miſerable caſe 1 amy 
you mult ſend rke party word of all : he ſent me word 
all ſhould be well ; bur I ſhall not be ſo happy as the 
Lord to love me : as you have taken pains cver for 
me,ſo now do all you canztor never ſa unhappy as now, 
for 1 am not able ro endure the miſeries that are com- 
ming on me; bur I cannor be happy as long as this 
man liveth : therefore pray for me, for I have need ; 
- but I ſhould be better if I had your company to caſe 
my minde : let him know this ill news ; if I can get 
this done , you ſhall have as much money as you can 
demand, and this is fair play. 


Xour Siſter. 
Fran, Eſſex, 


Bun thy Letter, 
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A Litter from the Counteſs ts DofFo; 
Forman, 


Weer Father,] muſt ſtill crave your love, although 

I hopeI have ir,& ſhall deſerve ir berter hereafter; 

Remember the Galls, for I fear, though I have yer 
no cauſe but to be confident in you, yet I deſire ro 
have ittas it is remaining yet well, ſo continue ir ſtill, 
if it be pofible z and if you can, you muſt ſend me 
ſome good fortune, alas I have necd of ir; keep the 
Lord ſtill ro me, for that I defire ; Be careful that you 
name me not to any body, for we have ſo many ſpizs, 
that you muſt uſc all your wits, and all little enough, 
forthe world is againſt me, and the Heavens favour 
me not, onely happy in your love ; I hope you will. 
do me good, and it I be ungrateful, ler all miſchief 
come upon me :; My Lord is luſty and merry, and 
drinketh with his men, and all the content he gives 
me is to abuſe me, and uſe me as dogedly as before. 
I rhink I ſhall never be happy in this world, becauſe 
he hinders my good , and will ever: So remem- 
”_ (I beg for Gods fake) and ger me from this vile 
place.. - | 


Tour affettionate loving 
| Daxehter, 


Fran. ESSEX. 


Give Turner warning of all, bur not the Lord, 1 


would not have any _ out for fear - bas 


g 
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Lord Treaſurer, for ſo they may tell my Father ang 
Mother, and fill their cars full of royes. 


A Zo @# Dd 


There was alſo ſhewed in Conrrt certain piftures of 
a man and woman in copulation made in Lead, as al- 
ſo a mould of Braſs, wherein they were caſt ; A black 
Scart alſo full of white crofles, which Mrs. Ter had 
in her cuſtody. Ar the ſhewing of theſe and inchanred 
papers and other pifures in Court, there was heard a 
great crack from rhe Scattolds, which cauſed a: great 
fear, tumult, and contuſion amongſt: the ſpeQators, 
and chroughour the Hall, every cue fearing hurt, as 
though the Devil had been preſcnt , and growing 
anery to have his workmanſhip ſhown by ſuch as were 
not his own ſ{cho!icrs; and this terrour continuing 
abour a quarter of an hour, ſilence proclaimed,the reſt 
of t1e cunning tricks were likewite fhewed. Door 
Formans wile being Adminiſtrix of her husband, 
found Letters in packets, by which much was diſco- 
vered; ſhe was in Court, and depoſed, that Mrs. 
T#1nc; came to her houſe.immcdiately after the death 
of her husband, and did demand certzin piQures 
which were in her husbands ſtudy, namely one picture 
in wax, very fumpiacuſly apparcicd in filk and fartins, 
as a!ſo one other p:Qure fitting in form of a naked wo- 
man, ſpreading and laying forth her hair in a Look- 
ing-glaſs, which Mrs. Twine; did confidently affirm ro 
by be in a box, and that ſhe knew in what part of the 
Will, ſtudy chey were. 
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"Ts Mrs. For1a% turther depoſeth, that Mrs. Turner 
q. and her husband would be ſometimes three or four 
{8 hours locked up in his ſtudy regether ; She did de- 
| poſe — , her husband had a Ring would open like 
a Watch. 
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There was alſo ſhewed a Norte in Court made by 
Door Forman, and written in parchment, ſignifying 
what Ladies loved what Lords in the Court, bur the 
Lord Chicf Juſtice would nor ſuffer it-ro be read in 
open Court, | 

Mrs. Turner ſent Margaret her Maid to Mrs. Fors 
man, and wiſhed that all ſuch Letters and papers as 
did concern the Earle of Somerſet and the Counteſs of 
Eſſex ſhould be burned,or any other great perſonages, 
relling her thatthe Councels Watrant ſhould come to 
ſearch the ſtudy;and thar all his goods might be ſeiſed; 
whereupon ſhe and her Maid 2M argaretwith the con- 
ſent of Mrs, Forman, burnt divers Letters and pa- 
pers, but that ſhe kepr ſome withour their pri- 
VICE; | | 

There were alſo inchantments ſhewed in Court 
written in parchment, wherein were contained all 
the names of the bleſſed Trinity mentioned in 
the Scriptures; And in another Parchmen® 
Croſs B. Croſs C. Croſs D, Croſs E. in a third 
likewiſe in parchmenc were written all the names of 
the holy Trinity, as alſo a figure in which was writ- 
ren this word Ch/its, and upon the parchment was 
faſtned a little piece of the skin of a man. 

In ſome of theſe parchmengs the. Devils had parti- 
cular names, who were conjured to torment the Lord 
Somerſet and Sir Aithur Manwaring, if their loves 
ſhould nor continue, the one tothe Counteſs, the 0- 
ther to Mrs. Turner Mrs. Turner alſo cdnfefied, that 
Do@or Savorius was uſed in {ſucceſſion after Forman, 
and praiſed many ſorceries upon the Earle of Eſſex 
his perſon.. | 

Mrs. Turner being almoſt cloſe priſener in ane of 
the Sheriffs houſes in Lo2don, before ſhe was brought 
ro the Barr, knew not that WeStor was executed ; but 
by the proceedings having underſtanding thereof, and 

| E a hearing 
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hearing divers examinations read, it ſo much dejeQed 
her, that in a manner ſhe ſpake noching for her ſelf, 
alſo examinations and witnefles Viva voce that were 
produced ar Weſtons arraignment, and divers others 
were read again, as the Examinations of Edward 
Paiae, Fo, V Vright, Robert Freeman, Symcock,Raw- 
(ings, Payton, VYUliams : one of theſe Examinations 
gave mm evidence, that one Fi'anklyn being, an Ape= 
pothecary and Drupſter, was the provider of all the 
Poyſons given to Sir Tho. Querbuzy, 
A Chyrurgean there depoſed, that he cured Frank- 


{yn of the Pox, and that at feveral rimes he deman=- |} 


ded of his Chyrurgion what was the ſtrongeſt poyſon.. 
'The Chyrurgeon demanded what he would do with 
* it, Franklyn replyes, Nothing but for hes experience, 


® hn 


and to try concluſzons. | 


Another Examination of one Meer who had con-' 
rence with the ſaid Frazklyn, calling him Cauſen, 
who demanded of the examinant, What news 2 he 
anſwered, Il newes; I am forry that my old Lord 
and Maſters ſon is found inſufficient, and nor able ro 
content the Lady. Franklyn replyes, I have a hand in 
that buſineſs, I have a great friend of my Lady Effex, 
ſhe allows me 2.5. 6. d, a day for my Boat-hire,and 
Io. Ss. 2 week for my dyct, I could have any money if I 
would. Merſer replyes, but Confin, how can God 
bleſs you in this bulineſs 2 Franklyn anſwered, Ler 
them talk of God that have to do with himz my Lord 
of Soxzerſtt and the Counteſs will bear me out in. any 
thing I do z if you _ any ſuit wherein you may. do 
your ſelf any good, and I may gain by it, I-will war- 
rant you I will ger it. MBE Sen the > 

Francys depoſcth, thar Franklyn married his fiſter, 
and that he thinketh in his conſcience the was poy- 
toned ; upon fome diſcomentment he heard him ſay, 

 Þ He 


wm, <q rt & my wo, th. tt ta © © fro 


ke, wy, vw FF” Cc 02M XX u1MHR WW k.A£AA 


@ © am _ + od ww 


© fron 


d 
Q 
(7 
'S 
d, 


4 


of Sr. Tho, Overbury. 52 


he would net be hanged for never a whore or quean 
of them all. The Lord Chief Juſtice made a eoch 


upon divers Examinations there read, that the Earl of” 


Somerſet gave dircions, that of the powder he ſenr 
to: Sir Thomas Overbuiy that which ſhould be left 
ſhoald be brought back again, his pretext was that ir 
ſhould make him fick, which ſhould be the ground to 
make the King grant his bberyy, ſaying further , ir 
would do him good; and he had Tarts and jellies ſence 
him likewife by the Counteſs,with expreſs command- 


» Þþ ment that none muſt eate of them bur Sir Tho.Overb, 


ſaying, they would do him no harm. 

Ar another time the Coumeſs ſent Tarts, Jellies, 
and VVine; with direfions that thoſe which had been 
formerly ſent, ſhould be broughr back again, and 
thoſe laſt brought ſhould be given him ar ſupper, and 
then all ſhould be well; but direQions given that nei- 
the Licuranant nor his wife might cate of them, bur 
they _= drink of the wine, for in the Tarts and 
Jellies there might be letrers, bur in the wine none; 
and afterwards it was openly related and proyed by 
divers examinations, that thoſe words Lezters were 
private tokens berween the Counteſs and the Lieure= 
nant, and eſto to give notice what things were poy- 
ſoned,. and whar nor. | 

In the Examination that wis of /Yeſton, it wa 
related, that Mr. Zames told him that the Earl his. 
Maſter would pay him for his pains taken with Sir 
Tho. Overb. Then the Lord Chict Juſtice gave in 
Charge to the Jury concerning the evidence / they 
had formerly rold them , and heard that YYVeſton 
at his Examination confeſſed all he had ſaid formerly 
was true, _ AXES 

He further related whar a great vexatien and grief 
it was to the King, that Somerſet onely by os 
ule of his fayoyys and love, ſo foul a fat was _ - 
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firſt ro be the occaſion to Pak Sir Tho. Overb, to im- 
loyments for the Embaſſage of Ruſſia, 2. To make 
bm refuſe rhem, and to give right cauſe for his com- 
mitment, 3- To bear him in hand that he would 
work his liberty, bur ſtill aggravated and Jaboured the 
contrary,and gave direfions ro the Lieutenant to look 
ſurely ro him, and to keep him cloſe priſoner, and that 
he ſhould ſend to none of his friends, or they to him, 
urging great matters againſt him; | 
Sir Tho. Monſon was often employed to 'pgive di- 
reftions to the Lieutenant therein, a moſt bar- 
baraus courſe to be ſo dealt withall onely for a con- 
tempt ; concluding that Sir Tho. Oucib, was a cloſe 
priſoner to all his friends, bur open to all his ene- 
_ » ſuch as Somerſet would have, or ſend to 
im. | 
The Lord Chief Juſtice rold Mrs. Turner ſhe had 
the ſeven deadly fins, viz. a Whore, a Bawd, a Sor- 
cerer, a Murtherer, a Witch, a Papiſt, a Felone, the 
daughter cf the Devil : Forman wiſhing her- to re- 
pent, and to become the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to pray him to caſt our thoſe ſeven Devils. ' She de- 
fires the Lord Chief ro be good to her, ſaying, ſhe 
was ever brought up with the Counteſs of Somerſer, 
and had been ofa long time her ſervant, and knew 
not there was poyſon 1n any of thoſe things ſent ro Sir 
Tho, Overb, then the Jury went forth, and not long 
after rerurned, finding her guilty, who' being asked 
what ſhe could ſay for her ſelf why judgement ſhould 
not be pronounced againſt her , ſhe 'oniely deſired 
tavour, but tould not ſpeak any thing for wecp- 
ing. : 
Then Judge C-00þ made another grave Speech, ex- 
horring her ro repentance, and to prepare her ſelf 
xeady tor death, and that the little time which ſhould 
be aftigncd her to live, ſhe ſhould not ſpend it either 
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in labour or imagination to get her lite, for that hope 
was but a VVitch ; upon concluſion of which Speech 
he gave Judgement, and told her ſhe had a very hono- 
rable Tryall by ſu:h men as he had not ſeen in his 
time for one of her rank and quality, and ſo was deli- 
vered to the Sheriff, 

LIpon the wedneſday following ſhe was broughr 
from the Sheriffs ina Coach ro Neweate, and was 
there pur inco a Carr, and caſting money often a- 
monegſt the people as ſhe went, ſhe was carried to Ty- 
born, where ſhe was executed, and whither many men 
and women of faſhion came in Coaches to ſee her 
dye, to whom ſhe made a ſpeech, deſiring them nor to 
rejoyce at her fall, bur rorake example by her - ſhe 
exhorred them to ſerve God, and abandon ill com- 
pany, and all other fins, relating her breeding with 
the Counteſs of Somerſet, having had no other 
means to maintain her ſelf and her children , bur 
what came from the Counteſs ; And faid further , 
that when her hand was once in rhis buſineſs , ſhe 
knew the revealing of it would be her overthrow ; 
by which, with other like ſpeeches, and great peni- 
rence there ſhewed , ſhe moyed the SpeRators to 
grear pitty and grict for her, 
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6 Ate Relation of the Poyſoning 


The proceedings againſt Sir Jervas 
Elvis, Knight, Lieutenant of the Tower, at 


his Arraignment at Gu:1d-Hall, the 16. 
of Novemb. 1615. 


aiding, comforting, and aberting of YV/eſfton 

in the poyſoning and murthering of Sir Tho. 
Overb, whereupon it was laid againſt him: as fol 
loweth. 

Firſt, when VVefton received the Viall of poyſon 
of two inches long, to give Sir Tho. he having the 
Glaſs in the one hand, and the broth for Sir Tho. in 
the other, meeting the Lieutenant, asking him this, 
Sir ſhall T ervc it biz now ? The Liemenant repro- 
ved hint, yer that night he gave ir himin his broth, 
Ere0, che Liemenanrt knew of the praiſe and poy- 
ſoning of Sir Tho, Overb, Et qui Bon propniſat mjurt- 
am cum poſſit eam inſert, Cicero. : 

After this was known to be poyſon, yer he kepr 
reton ſtill, he favoured, countenanced, and graced 
him, and one time ſent him a cup of Sack, and bad 
his man tell him he loved him as well as eyer he did; 
all this while he paid him no wages, and as ſoon 
as Sir Thom.1s Querbury dyed, VVefton was rc- 
moyed. 

The Counteſs writ a Letter to the Lieutenant, 
with the Letter ſhe ſent poyſoned Tarts to Overbury, 
and Wine to the Lieutenants wife , and bad him give 
the Tarts to Overbusy, for there were Letters in them; 
bur his wife and children might drink the Wine, for 
:He was ſure there were no Letters in it, 


T He form of the Indi&ment was, the malicious 


The 


of S*, Tho. Overbury. 57 


The Earle of Northampton writ a Letter to the 
Lieutenant concerning the impriſonment of Overb#iyz 
the ſajd Earle writ three Letters tro Rocheſter comai- 


ing theſc words ; 

Yor me ſweeteſt pleaſure , which is any thing 
A which falls from your Pen. Three things con- 
cur to my exceeding joy in your worthy Lemnerss 
proof of your love, comfort of your words, and judge- 
ment in your writing : you may believe the words of 
him that will rarher dye then flatter you , my hearr is 
full of the love of you ; your CharaQers are no pain 
for me ro petuſe , being as well acquainted with your 
hand, as mine own : the pain is no more then the 
cracking of a Nut for rhe ſweet kernel, or my 
'Neeces pain in the filver-dropping ſtreams 6t your 
Pen. (There the Lord Chief Juſtice left off reading 
for the baudineſs of it; then after in the Letter fol- 
lowed: ) I ſpent two hours yeſterday in prompring the 
Lieutenant with cautions and conſiderations; obſer- 
ving with whom he is to deal, that he might the 


__ ad his part for the adyenture in which he dea- 
leth, | 


Weer Lord , think not I finde pain in that which 


Henry Northampton. 


Another Letter to Rocheſter. 


\Weer Lord , I cannot deliver unto you with what 
caution and confideration,e#c. and the Licu- 
\—renant Jooking tohis buſineſs, which concerns 
me more then Text affords, that marching in his 
aftajrs, I ſhall hold him diſcreer, and love him berter 
whilſt I live for this his conelufion , for this Neg's 
can 
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can no more change his skin , then the Leopard "his 


ſpots, 
Hen, Noithamplon, 


Another Ltttei to Rocheſter, 


Weer Lord , Overbury being viewed, there was 
found in his arm an Iflue, and on his belly twelve 
kernels like to break to iflue, each as broad as 
three pence , as big as a ſmall button ; an Iflue in his 
back with a tawny plaifter on ir, this was ſtrange and 
ugly, he ſtank intolerably, inſomuch that he was caſt 
into a Coffin with a looſe ſheer over him: God is gra- 
cious in cutting off ſuch ill inſtruments from the 
factious crew; it he had come forth, they would have 
made uſe of him, Thus ſweer Lord wiſhing you all 
increaſe of happineſs and honour, I end 


You; Lordſhips 1 
more then any mans, 
Hen. Northampton. 


The Licutenant writ a Letter ro Northampton, cer. 
tifying him , that he undertook Sir Tho. Overbury ace 
cording to his Inſtructions ; thar as ſoon as he came 
to the place , Sir Thomas proteſted his innocency 
upon the Bible , and then (quoth he) he asked me 
what they meant to de with him ? I anſwered, they 
mean to refine you, that your pureneſs may appear the 
detter : after I walked with him in his Chamber, and 
adviſed him to give way to the match between Roche- 
Zr and the Counteſs, but then he grew hot againſt 


your Lordfſhi P, and the Counteſs of Sffslk , ſaying it 
e 
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he' were the Counteſs of S»ffo!ks priſoner ( as he 
rhoughr he was) then (ſaid he) let her know that I 
care as little to dye, as ſhe to be cryel. The Counteſs 
I finds to be joyned with you in this plot, though the 
Chamberlain knows nor of ir, nor any oneelſe : bur 
Rochecſters part I ſhall moſt fear until! I ſee the eyent 
to bc clearly conveyed ; and fo he concluded his 
Letter. 


The Anſwer of Sir Jervas Elvis to the points 
propoſed, 


| Y Lord, before I anſwer the matter of charge 
againſt me , let me remember your Lordſhip 
of one ſpeech I learned from your mouth , I 
have heard you ſpeak it at the Councel Table, and ar 
the Aſſizes in the Country ; that when a priſoner 
ſtands ar the Bar for his life comfortleſs , allowed no 
counſel , bur ſtrong counſel againſt him, perchance 
affrighted with the fear of death , his wife and his 
children to be caſt our of doors, and made to ſeek 
their bread, you have alwayes pitied the cauſe of ſuch 
an one, you have proreſted you had rather hang in 
hell for mercy 'ro ſuch an one, then for judge- 
ment. 

My Lord , you have not obſeryed your oyn rule in 
my cauſe, you have paraphraſed uponevery examina- 
tion, your have aggravated every evidence,and applied 
ito me; fo that | tandclearly condemned, before I 
be found guilty : if L were ſo vile a man as your Lord- 
ſhip conceives me, I were unworthy of any favour, 
bur I hope your Lordſhip ſhall nor tinde ir. 

So 1 will deny nothing that hath evidence of truck 
apainſt me; I will not tell a lie ro ſave my life ; and 
beſeech your Lordſhip ſortg conceive of me,move your 
charity towards mc. | 

Then 
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Then defired he the Court, thar the heads of the 

Accuſations might be colleed by the Councel of the 
King , which were the ſame which were gentioned 
before, to which he ſeverally anſwereth : 
' Tothe firft, Shall 1 give it bim now ? heanſywered, 
That when #*efto2 asked him the queſtion, he ſaw no 
poyſon in his hand and therefore (ſaid he) in weſtons 
and my Examinations the queſtion was,Shall 1. give if 
him now ? nor, Shall 1 give him this now ? for there 
is a great difference berween bor, and 1d, in matrers of 
prevention. | | 

Burt further , when Weſton had told methbat it was 
poylon which he meant to give , I reproved him, and 
bear him down with Gods Judgements; nay I humbled 
him ſo, that he thanked God and me on his knees, and 
told me that he and his had cauſe to blefle God for 
me, for that I with-held him from doing that a; and 
if you call this comforting and abetting , to terrihe a 
man for his fins, and to make him confeſs his faults 

ro God, and to-abhor and dereſt the at , then was I 
an abertor, and comforter of Weſton. 

To the ſecond, after | had thus terrified him with 
Gods Judgements , and ſaw him caſt down for his of- 
fence, I could do him no berter office then to raiſe 
himup , who was thus caft down , and therefore fa- 
voured him; I ſhewed him kindneſs, I drank to him, 
ro the intent 1 might encourage the intentions of his 
minde,which 1 found then in abhorring the fa&z and 
for that 1 gave him no wages, it is truc 3 1 took him 
from the commendations of my Lord of Northampton, 
and Sir Tho. Monſon, whom I took to be my friends, 
and thought they would commend no man to be a 
Keeper,which might endamage me, 

To the third, I never knew any other meaning of 
the Countefles words in her Letters, but the bare li- 


zcral meaning ; and ſure (quoth he) after I had re- 
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ecived the Tarts, and they ſtood awhile in my Kit- 
chin, ſaw them ſo black and foul, and of ſuch c 
colours, that I did cauſe my Cook ro throw them away 
and to make orher Tarts for him. 

To the fourth he ſaith, the Earle of Naithawpions 
Letters to him , was not any thing touching the poy= 
ſoning of Sir Thomas Overbuiy , but for a cloſe re- 
ſtraint, ro the end char Overbury might agree to their 
purpoſes concerning the marriage to be had berween 
Rocheſter and the Counteſs : if the Earle of Nozth- 
hampton had any plot to take away his lite, I was nor 
of his counſel, nor had knowledge therein. 

'To the fifth, ir is ſaid , T received him according to 
my inſtruions;z 1 meant no other rhing then I had 
delivered before , which was concerning the cloſeneſs 
of his impriſonment; bur being asked what he meanc 
by theſe words\, Rochcſters part 1 ſhall greatly fear, 
untill 1 ſee the event to be clearly carried : In this 
he ſtaggered and wavered much, and gave his an- 
fiyer , ;It was long fince 1 writ this Letter, and 
for the particular circumſtance that induced me 
ro this ſpeech , I cannot now call ro memory :; bur 
ſure I am, ( knowing my ſelf to be innocent) 1 
ſarisfie my remembrance , ſo thar 7 meant nothing 
concerning the taking away of his life + bur be- 
cauſe 1 was a Rranger to Rocheſter, and had heard, and 
known of that great league that was berween 
them , I mighe well think, ſuſpeR, and fear whether 
he would alwayes continue thoſe projeQts for his re- 
ſtrainr, Theſe were the anſwers he made ro his accu- 
ſations: and after he had made many proteſtatians be- 
rwixt God and his ſoul of 'innocency, in the malicious 

lorting and aberring of Owverburies death, he appea- 
ſed bimſelf tothe Jury,and ſaid, 

1 will prove unto you by many infallible and un- 
anſiverable reaſons, that I could not be aider and _ 

ploreer 
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plotter with #/oton in this poyſoning : firſt, 7 made a 
free and voluntary diſcovery of it ,my ſelf, 1 was 
not compelled; will any man imagine I would 
diſcoyer a thing wherein 7 am not able to clear my 
ſel: > Nature is more kinde then to be its own ac- 
cuſer. 

- Befides, that my clearneſs might more appear and 
remain in the world without any ſuſpition,1 proceeded 
and accuſed the murtherer weſton. It had been.a 
ſenſeleſle thing in me (if I had not thought my 
ſelf clear) ro have accuſed him, who might have done 
as much for me. Nay #eſton himſelf proved me ro be 
an honeſt man before the Chancellour of the Ex- 
chequer , for he confcfled ro him and others being 


preſcnt, that he thought the Lieurenant knew not of - 


the poyſon ; and in his Examination before the Lord 
Chief Juſtice , and Serjeant L,rew, b:ing asked the 
meaning of thoſe words ( Shall I give it him now ? ) 
he anſwered , That he thought that thoſe which had 
ſer him on work , had acquainted the Licurenane 
with their plor. 

And alſo ] was ſo confident in mine own innocency, 
that 1 rold my Lord Chief Juſtice , and my Lord 
Zouch, thatthe way to make reſton confeſs , and to 
diſcover all , was by fair and gentle intreaty of 
him; and ſo by this means they might ſearch ro the 
very bortome of his hearr; in this -the Lord, Chict 
Juſtice witneſſed with him, 

And after Sir Thomas was dead , #efton and Mrs, 
Traer were ſent to me to know whether 1 had any 
inkling of the death of Sir Thomas : what need they 
have made this queſtion, if 7 had known any thing 
thereof 2 | | 

Alſo that which 1 do know concerning the poyſo- 
ning of Sir Thomas , was after his death by the rela- 
on of reſtop; and 7 am here indied as acceflary be-: 

fore 
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fore the fa&,when 1 knew nothing till after the fa. 

- After thar he had confirmed theſe reaſons by ſundry - 

roofs and witnefles , he went further in his own de-. 
tence. If 1 be inthe plot , my Lord Treaſurer is, 1 
have his Letter to ſhew in it , he called me to his lod- 
ging, and ſaid, The plots you know them as well as I. 
The plots were onely ro repair her honor ; my wife 
hach the Letrers from - che Lord Treaſurer . and 
Munſon ; for theſe plots 1 will run willingly to my 
death, if circumſtances be knit with any manner of 
tact. 

He proceeded further , and rold the Lord Chicf 
Juſtice , that he ſpake not this to juſtific himſelf , fo 
thar no blemiſh or ſtain might cleave unto him , for 
(faid he) this viſitation is ſent me from God , and 
whether I live or dye , it is the happieſt affliction to 
my ſoul that 7 ever receiyed ; I have laid open my 
whole heart from bloodguilrineſs, I have not repented 
me other then for errors of my judgement in' not de- 
eefting what I ſuſpeed , and yer 1 ask God forgive- 
neſs for leſs fins , but of this I know no other then 
the groſs error of my judgement in nor preventing ir, 
when 1 ſaw ſuch intendment and imagination againſt 
him, | 

Then he pur my Lord Chief Juſtice this queſtion; 
If one that knowerh not of any plot to poyſon a man, 
bt onely ſuſpe&erh , is no a&or or contriver himſelf, 
encly imagineth ſuch a thing, wherher ſuch a one be 
acceſſary to the Murther? for the words of the Indi&- 
ment are abetting and comforting with malice, Now 
if there be any man that charges me expreſly or in.di- 
re& tearms that 1 was an abetter; or if the Courr ſhall 
think fit in this caſe that I haye pur , that ſuch a con- 
cealing withour malice is an aberting, I refuſe nor to 
dye; I am guilty :, this was the ſurame of his 
ſpecch. 

Then 


44 A true Relation of the Poyſoning * 
Then the Lord Chief Juſtice replyed , That to his 
knowledge he ſpake no more concerning the evidence 
then he could in conſcience juſtihe , which was onely 
to explain the evidence , and not wreſting any thing 
in prejudice of his life. 
urfurther, he told him, that two dayes before Sir 
Thomas dyed , you wiſhed his man to bring in his beſt 
Sure of hangings to hang his Chamber , which you 
knew were your Fees : after he rold him that his ac- 
cuſation of the Lord Treaſurer was very maliciouss 
for in all the Examinations he had taken,in all rhe ex- 
a& ſearch he could make for the finding our of the 
eruth; he ſaw not that honourable Gentleman any way 


touched. 1n concluſion, he told him, 7c is not your deep 


proteſtations, and your appealing tro God and his 
Throne , thar can ſway a Jury from their evidence, 
which is nor anſwered unto. 

b» Burt ro leave you withour excuſe , and ro make the 
marter as clear as may be ; here is the Confeſſion of 
Franklin, which he then drew out of his boſome, ſay- 
ing, This poor man not knowing S* Ze ſhould come 
to his Triall , this morning he came unto me art five 
of the clock, and rold me that he was much troubled in 
his conſcience, and could not reſt all night, untill he 
made his' Confeſſion, and it is ſuch an one (theſe 
were his words ) as the eye of England never ſaw, 
nor the car of Chriſtendome ever heard. 


VO \| 


< 
1 
rl 
» 


'of Sr Tho, Overbury. v 


The Confefton of James Franklin, 16. Novers. 
x5 i 6% 


Iftreſs Txrner came to me from the Countek. 
and wiſhed me from her to ger the ſitbngeN 
poyſon I could for S* Th.Overbaiy; according- 
ly Ibrought ſeven forts ; Aqua-fortis, white- Armich, 
Meicuiy, Great-ſpiders, Powder of Diamonds, Lapis 
Coſtitus, Cantarides; all theſe were given to Sir Tho.ar 
ſeveral times : and further confefſeth, that the Lieute- 
nant knew of theſe poyſons ; for that appeared (ſaid 
he) by many Letters which he writ to the Counteſs 
of Eſſex , which 1 ſaw , and thereby knew that he 
knew of that matter; one of then I read for the Coun- 
teſs, becauſe ſhe could nor read ir her ſelf, in 
which the Licutenant uſed this ſpeech : Madarr , 
This Scab is like the Fox, the more he is curſed, the 
better he fareth ; .and other ſpeeches, 


Sir Tho.never cat white Salt, bur there was hite- 
Arſaick pur into it ; one be defired Pigge, and Mrs. 
Turner pur into it Lapis Coſtitus ; the white: powder 


that was fent Sir Thomas ina Letter , he knew to be 
White-Arſnick, a very deadly poylon. 
At another time he had two Partridges ſent him 


fram the Court ; and water and onyons being the 
ſawce, Mrs. Tx; inſtead of Pepper put in Canta- 


rides,fo that there was ſcarce any ing thar he did cat 
but there was ſome poylon in it ; for theſe poyſons the 
Counteſs ſent me rewards, The ſeur me gold many 
times by Mrs. T#rner, 

She afterward writ unto me to bay her mpre poy- 
ſons : 1 went to her, and told her, 1 was weary of it : 


I befought her upon my hows , that ſhe nould uſe 
m9 
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me no more in theſe matters; but ſhe importuned 
me, bid me go, and inticed me with fair ſpeeches 
and rewards; ſo ſhe overcame me , and did bewitch 
me. 
The cauſc of this poyſoning was, as the Counteſs 
| fold me, becauſe Sir Thomas would pry ſo far into the 

ſtate, as he would pur them down ; he did alſo ſay, 


that the toothleſs Maid truſty Margaret was ac- 
quainted with the poyſon ; ſo was Mrs, T#:ne/s man 


Stephen, ſo alſo Mrs. Hor , the Countefles own 


hand. 
He ſaith , on the marriage of the Counteſs with 


Somcſet ; ſhe ſent him twenty pound by Mrs. Turner, 
and hz was to have been paid by the Counteſſe rwo 
hundred pound per. an.during his life. 

That he was urged and haunted rwo hundred ſeve- 
rall times at the leaſt by the Counteſle to do ir —_—_ 
his conſcience ; he ſaith, ſhe was able to bewitch any 
man: and then he wrought the love between Rocheſte; 
and her, and that he had twelve ſeverall Letters from 
her to proſecute it, and was to have two hundred 

ound, to continue their love till the Marriage. 

Theſe are all the materials in Franklins Conteſſion; 
tothis Sir 7ervi knew not what to anſwer, or to make 
of his own Letters. 

Then preſently the Jury departed from the Bar, 
and preſently after returned, and found him pguilty,and 
the Lord Chief Juſtice gave judgement, and he was 
executed accordingly in manner following, 
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$77 Jervas bis Conſeſſon. 
(): Munday the 20. of Novem. 1615. he was 


executed upon Tower hill , upon a Gibber 

there ſet up of purpoſe about ſix of the clock in 
the morning (he being arraigned in a black Suit and 
Jerkin with hanging ſleeves, having on his head a 
crimſon ſatten Cap, from the rop downwards , and 
round about laced , under that a white linnen Cap, 
with a border, and over that a black Hat with a 
broad Ribbond, and a ruffe Band thick couched with 
a lace, and a pair of skie-colourcd filk ſtockings, and 
a pair of three ſoaled ſhooes,) 

He came on foot from Sheriffe Goa;s houſe ro the 
Gibber ,between Dr, Whiting, and Dr. Felton, two of 
his Majeſties Chaplains, and comming to the Lad- 
ders foot; he ralked a word or two to the Exccutioner; 
then he went up the Ladder four or five ſteps, the 
E xecutioner fitting over his head upon the top the 
of the Gibbet; Sir Ferv2s finding the Ladder ro ſtand 
| roo upright, for his caſe , ſpake to have it amended; 
which forthwith he comming dewn was done , being 

faſtned in the ground , and then he went up againfix 
, | Reps, whereoafter a while fitting , uttered to this, or 
| the like effeR, 
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Oble, Right worſhipful, and others ; I am 
here come as well to ſhew, explain, and 
unfold that which paſſed at the time of 
my Arraignment, to ſo many of you as were pre- 
ſent; as alſo ro ſhew thar there 1 perceived 7 had loſt 
the good opinion of many in ſtanding ſo long upon 
mine innogencie , which was my fault I conteſs , ho- 
| F 2 . . ping 
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ping now to recover the ſame, and your good chari- 
table opinions of me;which fault I then ſaw not, being 
blinded with my own error , which made me account 
it no ſin. | 

But ſince my condemnation , by rhe means - and 
help of theſe rwo Gentlemen here preſent (the Do- 
Qors) 1 was perſwaded of the greatneſs of my in, 
and thar it was 1o much the greater, by how much the 
more 1 did conceal it : which by Gods mercy 1 percci- 
ving,conſulred not with fleth and blood, but thought it 
in this my condemnation the belt way for my ſouls 
health ro reveal ro the Omnipotent and All-ſceing 
God , the moſt ſecret and inward intentions and 
thoughts of my deceittull heart ; not once reſpeQing 
the praiſes or diſprailcs of the world , which 1 regard 
xjot at all. | 

It may be ſome will ſay , Thar this place was moſt 
unfit for my execution, appointed to terrritke and 
daunt me ſo much the more ; but (alas!) 7 fear nor 
death, place, nor any ſuch like thing; for 1 account it 
the King and Councels ſpeciall tayour , that I dyc 
here , for that ] requeſting the ſame it was granted, 
whereby ] ſee now this Tower, late wherein } ſhould 
have bcen called to Stare buſineſs , and Mill might, if 
J had performed a more loyal ſervice to my King and 
Country then ] did. 

Next, in that ] was not appointed to Tybu7,a place 
of more publique reproach then now } am brought 
tw, being worthy to die by due and lawfull Juſtice, 
in proſecuting this bloody enormous a& againſt a kind 
Gentleman, who deſerved no ill at my hands, nor any 
mans elſe , for ought J know. 

Bur were it ] had not truſted him who was a moſt per- 
fidious wretch, } had nor fallen into this ſhame, which 
may warn all here preſegt to take heed whom Fey 
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eruſt in a bad matter ; and ro admonith you thar are 
rruſted never to break honeſt and juſt fideluy. 

I was by diyers tricks drawn to this ation, which I 
received from the Earle of Northampton, and Sir 
Thomas Monſon , and none other ; bur had I remem- 
bred the 115. verſe of the 119. Pſalm , and ſaid with 
the holy Prophet, .Away f: 012 me ye wicked, for I will 
keep the commandements of my God ; than had } re- 
fuſed ſuch like rricks,alas ! now coo late,there was my 
fault that J did nor refule them, and caſt my ſelf 
upon Geds wan ey > without any dependence on 
man , though never fo honourable ; Was ever any 
deccived that did truſt in God ? there was never any: 
Therefore J adinoniſh you all, let none how honour- 
able ſoever they be, or the King himfelf, move you ra 
any thing not agrecable to Gods word; do it nor, re- 
ject it; for that was my faulr, thar ] had nor at the firſt 
opened this plor to his Majeſty , who no doubr 
would moſt juſtly and throughly have puniſhed rhe 
ſame. 

You Noble, Worthipful , and others ; let my ex- 
ample reach youthus much , Thar you prophane nor 
the holy Sabbaths of che Lord, nor his good creatures, 
nor that you turn ( by a laſcivious courſe) daycs into 
nights,and nights into dayes, as ] have done; and tha 
in ſerving God, you muſt nor only read the Scriptures, 
bur joyn practice rherewith ; for what good will the 
ſame ctfe&, if the heart be foul, bloody, and impure 2 
ſoine here knew my forwardneſs therein , but J prc- 
tend not innocencie that way, bur caſt it cff, and con- 
feſs that of this grear Aſlembly 1 am the moſt wret- 
ched ſinner, 

You expe ſpeeches from me of ſome concealed mat- 
ters, and upon ſome of my ſpecches uſed ar rhe clolivg 
up of ny Arraignment ; but ] Qand here /pco pecea- 
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f 27 15,10 0ratorts ; yet Jwill ſhew you that ] have ope- 
ncd to my Lord Chriet Juſtice fince my Arraignmentr, 
raat with the utmoſt of my power ] was able to verifie, 
rpon which ] took the body and blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in further teſtimony, J will now ſeal ir 
witi my laſt and deareſt breath. 

Nobles, and others, to ſce your faces it rejoyceth 
me, whereby you manifeſt your loves 1n granting my 
rcqueſt to be cyc-witneſſes of my death ; } ſec a num- 
ber of my friends here', ( pointing as he ſpake) 
who our of their loves ] intreated to beſeech God to 
ſtrengthen me in death, though ignominious to 
ſome, yet to me a bitter cup mingled with Gods mer- 
cies, a ſpecial favor this way to call me homez whereas 
he might have taken away my life by ſhooting the 
Bridge, or ſome fall, or otherwiſe z and then this un- 
repented fin, which ] accounted no {tn (ſuch was my 
blindneſs ) had been damnation to me; for God 
is juſt,and the unrepented ſinner ſhall have no ſalva- 
tion. 

There is none of you here preſent that knoweth 
how or in what ſert he ſhall dye, it may be in his bed, 
it may be otherwiſe (God knows) ] proteſt before you 
all, ] never came over this hill in the chieteſt. of all 
my proſperity with more Joy then now ] have at this 
preſent. for now ] know } ſhall behold the glorious 
tace and fight of my Creator, 

Take heed, let my enſample incite you to ſerve 
God truly and uprightly , leſt a ſhameful death over-. 
tace you, as it hach me, who am unworthy of my Pa- 
rents care in bringing me up. 

Jt may be ſome will ſay, ] have a flinty heart, becauſe 

] ſhed no tears; my heart is fleſh as others be, and } 
am as faint-hearted to look death in the face as any 0- 
ther;becauſe my uſe hathagor been to ſhed tears, )Jcan- 
nor 


of S*, Tho. Overbury. 7I 
not now eaſily , except it be for the lofſe of ſome 
dear freind ; albeit now my heart beginnerh to melt 
within me being wounded. (with that the rears ſtood 
in his eyes)to ſee the taces of ſome here preſent, whom 
] moſt carneftly love, and now muſt depart from with 
ſhame, though worldly regard ] re{pe& not, for well 
Mr. Sherifte knows,that (to ſhame this my finful fleſh 
the more ) ] wiſht if ichad him pleaſed,to have been 
brought thorow the City, to have warned all the 
ſpeRators how they ſhould not eſcape without Judge- 
ment for blood,for God is juſt. 

| Jhad almoſt forgotten to ſhew you a- moſt ſtrange | 
thing which God brought ro my memory the laſt 
night , which is this : Jconfeſs ] have been a great 
Gameſter, and have played and waſted many 
great ſummes of money which exhauſted a great 
part of my means, which ] perceiving , vowed ſc- 
riouſly , and not ſleightly or unadviſedly, to the Lord 
in my vow and prayers, Lord,let me be hanged if ever F 
play any more | which not long after is juſtly come up- 
on me, whereof ye are all eys-witnefles , for a thoy- 
ſand times fince } have broke this my vow. 

Then he eſpicd one Sir Maramilian Dalyſon ſtand- 
ing near to the Gibber on horſe-back,and ſaid to him, 
You know Sir Maxamiian what gaming we have 
had , and how we have turned dayecs into nights, and 
nights into dayes : } pray you in time to leave it off, 
and diſhonor God no more in break ing his Sabbath, 
for he hath alwayes enough: to puniſh, as you now ſee 
me,wno little thought thus to dye. 6 

To which Sir Maxamilian anſwered him, Sir 
Fervas, Jam much gieved for you,and ſhall never for- 


ger what you have ſaid; whereunto he ſaid, Look to it, 
do then. 


F4 Further 
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Further he continued his Speech, Ler no man boaſt 
of the abilities and gitts of Nature which God giveth 
him, for therein I diſpleaſed God, being over-much 
r-anſported with the pride of my Pen, which obſe- 
quious Quill of mine procured my juſt overthrow. 
Upon the knitting up of my Lord Chief Juftices 
Speech at my Arraignment,by reaſon of two or three 

aſſages ar the bortom of my Letter, ſubſcribed with 
ry own hand, which I utterly had forgotten, becauſe 
i telr not my fin, (which I heard;) 1 ſaw no other 
but the finger of God would thus . point to this Fa 
Z y this means, 1 do proteſt before God, and confeſs 
before you all, that 7 was ſo overtaken with this 
bloody Fat, that for ſatisfaQion of the ſame, 1 wil- 
lingly yeelded my deareft blood, to rhe ſhame of this 
my wretched Carkaſs , not being ſo much grieved 
for the ſame, as for others ; that 1 wiſh Thad hang'd 
in Chaines perpetually, ſo thar 1 had at firft revealed 
this hainous plot. 

Then ſhould I have ſayed the lives of ſome already 
dacad, ſome in the Tower, and ſome in the Ciry, ſome 
over Seas; ſo ſhould 7 have prevented many from be- 
ing Widdows, fome from being fatherleſs, and ſome 
from being childleſs, among whom my own wife 
for one, and eight Fatherleſs children of mine, which 
I now cave behind me; and God knows how ma- 
ny are guilty of this Fat, and when it will bee 
ended. 

The Lord Chief Juſtice upon cloſing up of my 
Ipceches ar my Arraignment , ſaid, 1 was an A- 
rabaptift ; 7 would 1 were as clear from all othar 
fins, as from that, for 1 alwayes dereſted that con- 


dition, 

As for my wife, ſome ſaid ſhe is a Papiſt ; True ir 
5, ſhe came ſo ſhort of a ſincere Proteſtant, I mean 
1 
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in thar reſpe&, that when ſhe is amoneſt Papiſts 
ſh2 =_— forbear them. gf gs 

Then he ſpake rothe Sheriff, ſaying, 1f ir may 
be permitted without offence, 1 have ſomewhat to 
ſay, and that is this ; 1s it lawful for any one here to 
demand of me any queſtions? ro which rhe Sheriff 
anſwered , Ic is not lawfull , wherefore , good Fir 
Fervas, quorh he, forbear. . Sir Fervas ſaid there- 
unto, (doubling his words) it is enough, ir is enough ; 
I have, quoth he, one that holdeth my cloak, may 1 
beſtow ſomewhat on him 2 The Sheriff anſwered, 
That you may Sir z whereupon, he called rhe young 
man unto him by his name, who ſtood waiting at the 
Ladders foot, and gave him out of his potker ſome 
pieces of gold or filver, and ſaid , Here, rake this, 
ſpend Mt which he with bitter tears thankfully ac- 
cepred. 

Dofor Felton and Door whiting ſtrained cours» 
tefie which of them ſhould begin & publike Prayer 
for this parties condition ; one of them willed the 
other , but at laſt Door YYVhiting ſaid, If you Sir 
Feruas can perform it your ſelf, you of all men are 
firteſt ro do it, with etheacy both of ſoul and ſpirir ; 
whereupon he ſaid, I ſhall do my beſt then z bur m 
hearers, 1 crave your charitable conſtruRions, if wi 
half words, and imperfeQ ſpecches, 1 charter like 2 
Crane, 
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AT Sa GUT 4047 10494 
His Prayer. 


Ci » Onmipotent , and Omnniſcient 
ALF God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
and of me a moſt miſerable aud horrible wretch, 
by reaſon of my unmeaſurable ſinnes and tranſ- 
greſsions, whereof I am wholly guilty ; take 
pitty of me, that have ſo many ponderous ſinne., 
that without thy ſperiall favour and mercy , 


they will be ready to preſs me into perpetuall 


deſtrution; thy full and free pardon in Fe- 
ſus Chriſt I bumbly crave , with this aſſu- 
rance, that immediately my ſoule ſhall be 
tranflated hence, into thoſe ineſtimable joyes 
which the heart of man is unable to concetve, 
the tongue to utter , the eare to bear : Then 
Lord hear the petition of me a moſt miſerable 
wretch, according to thy promiſe made unto the 
repentant finner my ſinnes yet unknown, and 
unrepented of , which are my ſecret finnes , 
Lord call not ro accompt : dichurthen me, O Lord, 
of my unknown ſins, I deſire to give a true 
ſigh for them all , my ſts of youth, and riper 

years, 
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years , O Lord, pardon ;, thou, O Lord, knoweſt 
how many they are ; let the miſty clouds of all 
my ſinnes whatſoever be ſcattered by the bright 
beams of thy merits : Be merciful to me in 
Chriſt Feſus , that theſe weak, poor prayers 
may be available in thy fight ; this comfort yet 
Thqve, that I am thine; for, were I not thine, 
then out of the roots of me could not the buds of 
repentance appear , by which I know thou loveſt 
me; it isnot I, but thou, O Lord, haſt drawn 
me to thee, for thine own mercies ſake , In 
which thy mercies and thy promiſes. made to the 
true repentant ſinner, once again I rely : for if 
thou billeſt me by this or any other ignominious 
death, yet will T truſt in thee. I crave thy aſiſt- 
ance; Protect my ſoul from that great Adver- 
ſary of mine, I mean Satan, who with pale death 


. andthe injirmities of fleſp , do band their balls 


together , then eſpecially at the laſt gaſp ; mm 
which oreat conflif, Lord ſtrengthen me, that 
they may not overcome, but be overcome. 


Amen. 


# 
#F 
® / 
= 
z \ 
FN 
py 
: 
oy % 
[ 
p F? 
FY.1 
| f 
I; 
. [ - 
i wn 4 
£ / 


wi o 
"4 (4 —_— >.  _— 
_ " F 


——O__—— - 


bo W— ns bad _—_— SEES _ Sw——_— _ 
_ —w on HS " 

E . __ DEA Alone . . ; 
" => - . & 4.2 . P on "_- 

A . : *4-- = 27 AY Ca” <x bbs SE; + þ b jy e = > ” % - "IF 

LY owe ps . » ge G : v.45. 3 » y "+, Ro R 
2 Ts Lean. IP ERESET fond. *--- AG FY ” 
—— - —_— : 


" wo = Fang 
—_— —_ - — 


76 A true Relation of the Poyſoning 


This Prayer bcing ended, he asked if he might nor 
pray privately : The Doors anſwered, Yea ; then 
made he a ſhort Prayer to himfclf with bis face co- 
vered; and after he uncovered it, and faid, Now I 
have prayed, now muſt ] pay, ] mean do the Jaſt of- 
fice to Juſtice ; with that Door YVh:12nx ſaid, Sir 
Fervas,you may ſtand one ſtep lower upon the Lad- 
der; ro whom the Sheriff anſwered, Jt is better for 
him Mr. DoRor to be where he is ; Stay, quoth the 
DoRor to the E xccutioner,for he hath given a watch < 
word, he is in private prayer again ; Yea, quoth he, 


for he hath given me a watch-word when ] ſhall per- 
Form my ofhice to him. 


He uncovered his face after his ſecond ſhort pray- 
er : And firſt rook his leave of all the aflembly, fay- 
ing with a cheertull voyce and countenance, } pray 
you pray tor me, who ſhall never more behold your 
faces ; then he ſaid with preat fervency of ſpirit , 
Lord I defire at thy hands this bitrer Cup of death, 
as the Patient receives a bitter Potion, not once de- 
manding whar is in the Cup, bur takes and drinks it 
off, be it never ſo bicter. 

As ſoon as he hadthen ſaid audibly, Lord Zeſus 
recerve my ſoule, which belike was the Executioners 
watch-word, he turn'd him off the Ladder, and the 
Execurioners man catching at one of his feet, and 
his own man by the other, they ſuddenly weighed 
his life; where hanging a ſmall diſtance of tine, his 
body nor once ſtirred , onely his hands moved a 
lirrle, being tyed with a black fh1k Ribbon, which a 
little before he had reached to the E xecutioner, put- 
ting up his hands to him for that purpoſe ; all which 
being ended, both Corps and high Gibber were from 


thence conveyed. 
The 


The Proceedings againſt James 

_ Franckling at his Arraigntnent 
at the Kings Bench the 27. of 
November, 4. Dom. 1615. 


Frer he had put himſelf for his Tryal 
upon the Country, a Jury of Eſquires 
and Gentlemen were impannilled to 
paſs upon his life there ; then weſlons 
Indi&tment was read,and Frazcklin ac- 

culed as acceſtary to the poyſoning of Sir Thowas 

Overbury, and then his Examination formerly taken 

in theſe words, 


Fames Franchlins Confeſſions 


E confefferh, Thar in a houſe near Doors Com 
mons Miſtrils Turner did firſt come unto him a» 
bour the poyſoning of Sir Thomas Overbury, and 
prayed him to provide that which ſhould nor kill a 
man preſencly, bur lie in his body a cerrain time, 
wherewith he might languiſh away by lictle and lite 
tle; at the ſame time ſhe gave him four Angels, 
wherewith he bought a water called Aqua fort#, and 


ſent it to Miſtriſs T#rner, who to try the operation 
G thereof 
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thereof, gave it to a Cat, wherewith the Cat lan- 
_ , Crying pitifully for two days, and fo 

cd, 
Akerman Miſtriſs Turner ſent for 'Franchlin to 
come to the Counteſs, who told him that 4qua /orts 
was too Violent a Water ; But what think you,quoth 
ſhe, of White Arſnich ? He told her, that was too 
violent : What ſay you,quoth ſhe,to Powder of Dia- 
monds 2? He anſwered, I know not the Nature of 
that ; She ſaid then, he was a Fool, and gave him 
pieces of Gold, and bid him buy ſome of that Powder 
for her : Francklin demanded of the Counteſs what 
was her Reaſon to peyſon Sir The. Overbary ; ſhe 
cold him, He would pry ſo far into their eftate, that 
he would overthrow them all, 

A little before Sir Tho.Overburzes death the Coun- 
reſs ſent for Francklin,and ſhewed him a Letter ſent 
from the Lord of Rocheffer, wherein he read theſe 
words, I marvel at theſe delays, that the buſineſs u not 
yet diſpatched ; whereby Francklie thinketh in his 
Conſcience was meant the puyſoning of Sir Thowas 
Overbury, And in another Letter fiom the Lord of 
Rocheſter was written, That Sir Thumas was to come 
out of the Tower within two days,and they all ſhould 
be undone ; whereupon the Counteſs ſent for e- 
ſion, and was very angry with him, that he had nor 
diſpatched Sir Thomas Overbury ; Weſton told her, 
that he had given him a thing that would have kill- 
cd ren men. | 

Alſo a fortnight after weſftons Apprebenſion, this 
Counteſs ſent for Francklin into S. Fames's Park, 
where he, the Earl, and the Counteſs walking toges 
ch-r ; and as ſoon as he came, the Earl went apart 
i2to a Chamber, then ſhe rold him,zyefn harh beeo 
ſent for by a Purſeyant, and hath confefled all, and 


we ſhali be hanged ; but on your life, quoth ſhe,do 
not 


Not you confeſs that you brought any Poyſon to me . 
or to Mris Turner, for if you do,you ſhall be hanged, 
for I will not hang for you z nor, ſaith Mris Turzer, 
will 1 hang for you both, « 
The Cauntels told him, The Lord who was to cx 
| amine him would promiſe him a p rdon to confeſs, 
| but beleeve them nor, forthey will hang thee when 
| all is done. | 
; weflon came to Francklins Houſe, and told, Now 
| the Counteſs curn is ſerved , the uſes him unkiadly, 
| and they ſhould both be poyſoned, and that rwo 
' were ſet on purpoſe to poyſon him. Franchlin ha- 
| ving confeſſed his former Examination under his 
© | own hand, being permitted to ſpeak for himſelf,Caid, 
Thar at the intreary of the Counteſs and Miftriſs 
: Turaer, he did buy the Poyſons, bur proceſted his Ig- 
norance whart they meant to do with them , and A 
the reſt he referred to the Conſcience of the Jury, 
who went from the Bar, and within a quarter of an 
S | hour did recurn and pronounce him guilty : Then 
Judg £r80% after a brief Exhortation gave the ſen- 
f | rence of death upon hina. The Lord Chief Juſtice 
made a ſhort Exhorration alſo with addition of theſe- 
words, that knowing as much as he knew, if this had 
not been found out, neither Court, Ciry, nor any 
Tt | particular Families had eſcaped the malice of this 
wicked cruclry, 
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The Proceedings againſt Sir Tho, 
Monſon, at the Guild-hall Lon- 


don, Decemb: 4. 1615. 


Hen he came to the Bar, he made_a Mos 
\\ } tion to the Lord Chief Fuſizce , Thar 
whereas he had written to his Lordſhip 
ro ask the Lord Treaſurer two Queſtions, which my 
Lord would do ; He defired then an Anſwer, and 
that Sir Rebert Cottoy might be preſent ; the Queſti- 
on read, hc was jndited for Conſpiracy with weſton 
for poyloning Sir Tho. Owu(rbury, to which he plead. 
ed not guilty; He would be tryed by God and his 
Country : The Lord Chief Iuſtice broke up the Pros 
ceedings, and made a Speech to this efteQ. 

Thar he ſaw a great Aﬀembly, though it had been 
ſhewed them often, that the City was much bound 
to God and his Deputy bere on Earth, the King his 
Maſter, for their great deliverance and exaCQt Iuſtice, 
for God was always good and juſt ; and for the King, 
though they were.never ſo high 1n place, nor ſy dear 
to him, though his own Creatures, yer his Juſtice is 
dearer to him, for which we are upon our knees to 
give him hearty thanks, as alſo for ſo milde Pro. 
ccedings in ſo great an Afﬀrair : For neither the 
great mans Houle in the Tower, nor this Poyſoners 
Houſe to my knowledg, hath been ſearched, neither 
hath this Priſoner been commirred to the Sheriff, but 
to an Alderman, a man who of all others might be 


meſt kind to him ;z whereas I take it, left I ſhould be 
miſtaken 
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miſtaken, Sir Francs Anderſon married Sir Stephe” 
Somes daughter, and Sir Thomas Monſon married Sir 
Francs Anderſyns Siſter 3 I never knew the like fa*- 
vour, nor do I like it ſo well, but do declare ir as a 
gentle Proceeding from the King, For other things, 
1 do not diſcover lecrets ; but though there were no 
Houſe ſea:ched, yer ſuch Letters were produced, 
which makes our deliverance as great as any that 
happened to the Children of 1ſrat!l, 

For Y'Veſiom and Miſtriſs Turner dyed penitently, 
as it is worthy to be written in letters of Gold ; and 
for the Lievtenant, though with great Imprecations 
and with high hand he denyed ir, yer to the great 
Glory of the Kings Juſtice he dyed moſt penitently 
and reſolutely 2 This is ſpoken to the great Praiſe 
of God, thac hath crowned theſe juſt Proceedings, 
Tuſtitia confirmata non eſt Authoritate, though not 
having Reaſon for it, wherein we may ſee the great 
Hand of God. For that morning the Lievtenant 
was Arraigned came to me as one aff{ited in Con- 
ſcience, not knowing of his Arraignment, one with 
Evidence againſt him, which he delivered to the 
I:iry,one of them heard him ſay (the Lord have mercy 
upon me,) and for this preſent ( nor eſt conſtantia 
longa de vita buminss ) therefore he muſt be convey- 
ed to the Tower as a ſafer place, till further order 
be taken. NN 

Then he addreſſed his Speech to Sir Thomas Mons 
ſon, ſaying, Whereas you name my Lord Treaſurer 
every mans fame is dear unto him, and he hath been 
dear and Honorable ; you ſhall hear what he hath 
anſwered to my Lerter, 

After my hearty Commendations, I kear that Sir 
Thomas Monſon that I can clear him, bur I hear 
nothing of him to accuſe him, bur I hope he is not 
guilty of ſo great a crime. 

G 3 You 
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You hear, quoth he, that he will neither accuſe 
nor excuſe you, 

Monſon» I do not accuſe the Lord Treaſurer nor 
calumniare him, for I know he is very Honorable, 
bur 1 defire ro have Anſwer to my two Quee 
ſions, 

Lord Chief Fuftice, You ſhall hear more of that 
when time ſhall ſerye ; do you as a Chriftian, and 
as 7oſhuah bid Acan, My ſon, ackhnowledg thy fin, aud 
give glory to God. 

Moyſon. If be guilty, I renounce the Kings mers 
cy and Gods ; I am Innocent, 

Lo. Che. Fuſtice, There is more againſt you then 
you know of. Ds 

Monſon. 1f 1 be guilty, it is of that I know nor, 

Lo. Ch. Juſt. You arc Popiſh, that Pulpit was the 
Pulpic wherein Garzet denyed, and the Lievtenanr 
as friendly; I am not ſuperſtitious , but we will 
have another Pulpir, 

Tuft, Doddridge. It is an Atheiſts words to re. 
nounce Gods Mercy j but you muſt think the 
change of your Lodging means ſomewhat. 

Hide, I have looked into this buſineſs, and I prow 
teſt, my Lord, he is as guilty as the guiltieſt man. 

Monſon, There was never man more innocent in 
this cauſe ; I will live and dye an Innocent. 

After this Speech,certain Yeomen of his Majeſties 
Guard, attending for that purpoſe,condufted:him to 
the Tower , where berween the Yeomen and the 
Warders there was ſome Comention about his En. 
tertainment, 
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of the Loxd and Lady of Sos 
merſet, on Friday , May 24. 


1616. 
The Names of the Peers. 

E ma Earl of Worcefter, LP. Seal. 

The Earl of Pembrook, L. Chamberlain. 
The Earl of Ratland, 
The Earl of Suſſex. 
The Earl of Mountgomery, 
The Earl of Hartford, 
The Viſcount Life. 
The Lord Zouch, Warden of the Cinq;Ports. 
The Lord #/ilougbby of Frizby. | 
The Lord de Laware. 
The Lord D acres. 
The Lord ſonntegle. 
The Lord FentWorth. 
The Lord Rich, 
The Lord Willoughby of Parham. 
The Lord Hanſdon. 
The Lord Ruſſel. 
The Lord {9mptor. 
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The Lord Norr#s. 
The Lord Gerard. 
The Lord {avenaiſþ. 
The Lord Dormer, 
The Lord Elſmore, Lord Chantels, and Lord 
Stewara, has vice. 
= Aſſiſtants there preſent in the Commis 
10, 
Sir Edward (ook, Lord Chief Jaſtice of Eng- 
land, 
Sic Hen, Hobart,L.Chict Juftice of the Com, 
Banc. 
Sir Law, Tanfield, Ch. Baron. 
Jags Crook , Banco Rege, | 
adg Nichol, Com. Banc. 
Sir Fraz,Bacon, Attor.General, y Theſe three 
Sergeant Mountagee —— > only ſPaKkes 
Sergeant [TOW ———— | 
Sir Hen, Yelverton, Solic, Reges 
Sir Fran, More, Seryien. Rege. 
Sic Lawr, Hide, Attor, Regine. 
Aosley, Attornat, Ducat. 
Sir [o, Davis, Servien, Rege. 
Mr Walter, the Princes Attor. 
:r Finch, Keeper of the Records 0: Attain- 
Sergeant Aere, TN, (ders, 
Sergeant Finch, 


The 
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Te Names aud form of their ſitting. 


Hen my Lord Chancellor, who for his 
MW time was High Steward of Exgland, came 
into the Court, there came before him fix 
Sergeants at Arms with their Maces, Sir Geo, Coppin 
with his Pattent, Sir Rich. Connsly with his White 
Staff, Mr Marnnering with the Great Seal, he himſelf 
at the upper end ot the Board fitting under a Cloth 
of State, of both hands of him the Peers,under them 
the ludges, ar the further end of the Kings Councel 
below the Iudges, on one fide, Finch the Keeper of 
Records of Atrainders, the Clerk of the Crown and 
his Deputy in the midſt of the Court, the Sergeant 
Cryer ſtanding by him; Sir Rich, Connisby, Sir Geo. 
Eoppin the Seal-Bearer, and at my Lord Stewards 
feer the Priſoner at a Bar, behind the Kings Councel 
the Lievtenant of the Tower in a little ſpace adjoyn- 
ing to the Bare« 

All being Gilent, Sir Geo. Coppin ariſes, delivers 
the Pattent to the Lord Higy yteward, upon his knee, 
he received ir, and kiffeth it, and returns it to Mr 
Fanſhaw, who takes it kneeling ; then the Sergeant 
Cryer makes Proclamation in the Lord High | ang 
ards name to keep filence ; then Mr Fanſhaw,(which 
bears date May 10.) Then there is another O Yes to 
certifie my L. Steward,whether Weſton were commir- 
ed as principal for the murther of Sir Tho, Overbury :- 
Then the Lord Chief luſtice delivers a Scbedule 
indorſed with Certificates of four Iudges of the Kings 
Bench, and other the Commiſhoners ; then Fax- 
ſhaw turning unro my Lord Steward reads a third 
0 Yes for certifying uvther IndiQments. My Lord 
Cook Celivers another Schedule, indorſed with Certi. 
ficate of my Lady of Somirſets Inditment; _ 

| r 
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Mr Farfvaw as before reads, A fourth 0 Yes for Wal- 
ter Lee Serjeant at Arms toreturn the Precept for the 
Peers of Frances Counteſs of Somerſet, which accord- 
ingly he , after his three Reverences to the Lord 
High Steward,delivered to Mr Fenſpawyhe reads the 
Indorſement, A fifth O Yes to call the Lords, ſume 
moned by the Command of my Lord High Steward, 
to anſwer to their Names, which accordingly they 
did, beginning as at the firſt, as every one was named 
putring of cheir Hats, ſtanding up until the next was 
named, A ſixth O Yes to the Lievrenant of the 
Tower to return his Precept, and bring his Priſoner 
to the Bar,which he did, and gave his Precepr to the 
SerJeant, who gave it to Mr Fanshaw, and he as a- 
fore read the Indorſement. The Priſoner made 
three Reverences to his Grace and the Peers, being 
attired in black Tammel, a Cyprus Caperoms, a Cobe 
web Lawn Ruff and Cuffs. 

Lord Steward, My Lords, the Reaſon why you 
are called hither this day, is to fit as Peers of Frances 
Counteſs of Somerſet. 

Fanchaw Clerk of the Crown. Frances Counteſs 
of Somerſet, hold up thy hand ; ſh does fo hold ir 
up, till Mr Lieytenant told her ſhe might hold it 
down; and then reads the Indictment, containing 
w:ftms ARions,in the poyſoning of Sir Tho»Overbuz 
'7y, andher Aberting him the 8 of May, 1613. 

All the while the Indi&ment was reading, the 
Counteſs of Somrrſe: ſtood looking pale, troubled, 
and ſhed ſome few rears, and at the firſt naming of 
weſton in the Indiment,ſhe put her Fan before her 
face,and there held ic half covered,rill che I ndr&Fn ent 
was read, 

Fasſhaw, Frances, Counte\s of Somerſet, what 
fayft thou ? art thou guilty of this Felony and Mur- 
ther, or not guilty ? 


She 
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She making an obeylance to the Lord High Stews 
ard anſwered,Guilty, and with a low voyce, but won» 
derful fearful, | 

My Lady upon the Arra'gnment having pleaded 
Guilty, the Proceedings atter was thus : 

Attournty, May it pleaſe your Grace, may Lord 
High Steward of England, I am glad to hear the La» 
dies ſo free Acknowledgment, for Confeſſion is no- 
ble : Thoſe that have been formerly indifted at their 
Arraignments perſiſted in denyal, as Weſton, Turn, 
Franchlin, Elwviſh ;, but you ſee this Ladies Humilicy 
and Repentance by her pleading, and certainly ſhe 
cannot be bur a ſpeRacle of much Commiſeration, 
if either you reſpe&@ the Sex, a woman, or her Pa» 
rentage, Honorable. | 

Bur this and to morrow day is to crown Juſtice z 
the Mercy ſeat is the inward part of the Temple, the. 
Throne publique ; and therefore I do now ouly pray 
a Record of the Confeſſion and Judgment ; bur ſince 
rhe Peers be mer together, for Honours ſake it is 
good to declare the Kings Juſtice. 

This is the ſecond time ſince the Kings coming 
theſe thirteen years, that any Peers have been ar- 
raigned, and both theſe times your Grace hath had 
the place of High Steward. 

The fi: ſt was Gray and Cobham, and though they 
were convicted, yer Execution followed not ; No 
Noble blood hath been ſpilt fince His Majeſties 
Raign. 

The firſt was Revenge of Treaſon againſt Male» 
contents, and this of the particular,oftence roa pr i< 
yate SubjeQ againſt thoſe that have been ſo high in 
the Kings grace and favour, and therefore deſerves 
to be written in a Sun-beam ; bur his being the beſt 
Maſter in the World, hinders him not from being 
the beſt King ; for he can as well plain a Hill, " 

Taile 
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raiſe a wall ; a good Leſſon to put ro my Lords, the 
Peers : He is Lievtenant to him that is no Reſpe- 
er of perſons, 

This that I ſhall now ſpeak of, may be reduced to 
that which was ated in the Vault, and fince upon 
che Stage, The firſt I will nor now enter into, becauſe 
I will neither grieve a Lady that is preſent, nor 
touch a Lord that is abſent, my duty requires it nor, 
and my Humility forbids ir. Thar which hath been 
upon the Stage, the Theater of Gods Iuſtice 3 you 
ſhall underſtand that which hath been worthily a&- 
ed by the King in this whole Work of Iuſtice, and 
rigar well by his Miniſters, OverPury dyed poyſone 
ed the 15 of September,1613. in the Tower of Loxdon; 
He was no ſooner dead, but there was a certain Ru- 
mour and Murttering, that Yox Populi, that Querbw y 
came ſtrangely by his death ; and ar that time on 
the contrary there was another Rumour, bur thar 
was Yox Diaboli, that he dycd of a foul diſcaſe, ſo 
foul a one, as is unfit for me to name ; bur for two 
years after this, though Overburies blood cryed for 
vengeance , Yox Dei was not heard: Glyria De; 
Clare Regis pterſerutare rem ; It is the Glory of God 
to conceal a thing, of a King to find ir our ; yer all 
the while God lo dazled the eyes of thele two 
grew Procurers and their Inſtruments , thar 
the fi:ſt luoked not about them , the other fled 
not. 

About the beginning of the firſt Progreſs ir firſt | 
broke forth; and as all Murthers are ſtrange in 
their diſcovery, lo this was miraculous, for it came 
out in a Complement, thus : My Lord of Shrewsbury 
who is now with God, commended Sir Gerviſc Ele 
ui to a Councellor of State, and told him that Sir 
Gerviſe , in reſpe& of gnod report he had heard 
made of his Honour and Worth, dcſircd to be made 
| known 
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known unto him 3 That Councellor added , thar 
he took it for a fayour from him, bur withall added, 
there lies a kind of heavy Impuration on him abour 
Overberies Death, I could wiſh he could clear hime 
ſelf,or give ſome ſatisfaRion in the point : This my 
Lord related back, and preſently E/vz was ſtruck 
with it, and made a kind of diſcovery, that ſome ar- 
remprs were undertaken againſt Overbury, bur rook 
no efte& as checkr by him, 

This Councellor weighing well the Narration 
from Elvis, acquainted the King with the Overture, 
who commanded preſently that Elvs ſhould ſer down 
his knowledg in writing, which accordipgly he did, 
bur always reſerving himſelf, ftill endeavoring ra- 
ther to diſcover others, then any elſe ſhould undere 
take that O ffice, and ſo accuſe him. 

The King ſtill endeavors to ſearch the truth of this 
bufineſs, gives DireQion for the Examination of the 
Truth of ir, commits it to certain Councellors ; 
they pick ſomething out of him and 7eſten ; then 
the further Enquiry is delivered over te my Lord 
Cook, who in this Cauſe was very painful, took two 
and three hundred Examinations z3 but when he 
found it might couch upon greater perſons, then he 
defired ſome others mighe be joyned with him , 
which was accordingly granted, namely, the Lord 
Chancellyr , Lord Steward , and the Lord Zuuth ; 
but then there were no practices left untryed for 
the ſuppreſſing of the Difcovery: weftos was ſc- 
licited to ſtand mute, bur at Jaſt this dumb Devil 
was caſt our , then followed Elvs , Turner , 
Franchlin ; all which were AQors in this 
Tragedy without Malice , but no Authors 
Now when this Lady comes to her part, ſhe meets 
Juſtice in the way by Confeſlion, which is either the 
Corner ſtone of Mercy or Judgmem; yet it is bid, 
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Mercy and T7uth are met together : Truth you have 
in her Conteſlion, and that may be a degree to Mer- 
cy ; with me it muſt be, and to him in whoſe Power 
ic relides, in the mean time this day muſt be reſerved 
for Judgment, 

Now to conclude, and give you Accomprt of the of- 
ten Procraſtinarions in this buſineſs ; the firſt was 
duc to Humanity, her Child-birth, the ſecond was 
for reaſon of ſtate, and thelaſt had a grave and 
weighty Cauſe. 

Theſe DircRions the King ar firſt gave, wricten 
with his own Hand for the Examination of this by - 
finels, I defire may be read, 


The Kings Inſtruftions« 


Here be two contrary things in this Cauſe to 
be tryed, and the yerity can be but in one of 
them, Firſt, whether my Lord of Somerſet | 

and my Lady were the Procurers of Overbury's | 
death, or that this Impurarion hath by ſome praQice | 
caſt an aſperſion upon them ;z I would have you din 
gently inquire of the firſt, and if you find him clear, 
then 1 would havyz you as carctully look atter the 
other,to the intent ſuch praQices may be diſcovered, : 
and not ſuftered ro paſs without puniſhing. 

Artourrty. There be other DireRions 1n thele In+ 
ſtrutions by way of Interrogatories, that are not 
now neceſſary to be read ; let the Lords, the Pcers, 
view theſe DireRions from the Kings 

None of theſs Interregatories, which the King de- 
ficed there ſhould be examiwation upon, came away 
empty; and whatſoever whiſpering there be abroad 
of the death of we?/ton, they all before the hour of 
their death confefled the fat, and dyed penitent 


and if necd ſhould require, I have brought their 
Confe8r 
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Confeſſor along, namely DoRor whiting. 

Lord Steward, My Lotrds,you have ſcen and have 
heard theſe DireQions' under the Kings Hand, with 
Glory to God, and Honor to the King, | 

Attorrney., May u pleaſe your Grace, whereas 
Frances Counteſs of Somerſet, as accefiary beforethe 
fa& of the wilful poyſoning and murther of Sir Thy, 
Overbary, upon her LadiQment ſhe hath been Ar- 
raigned, then upon her Arraignment ſhe hath con» 
fefled Guilry, Idefire that her. Confeflion may be 
recorded, and Judgment upon the Priſoner, 

Fanſhaw. Frances Counteſs of Somerſet, thou haſt 
been Indicted, aria, 4s, and pleaded Gufity, as 
acceſlary before the Fact of the wilful poyſoning 
and Murther of Sir Thy, Overbury ; what canſt thou 
ſay for thy lelf, why Judgment of death ſhould nor 
be pronounced againſt thee ? 

Counteſs. I can much aggravate, but nothing cx» 
renuate my faulc ; I defire Mercy ,and that the Lords 
would be pleaſed to intreat for me to the King : This 
ſhe ſpake humbly,tearfully,and ſo low,that the Lord 
Steward could not hear ir, bur the Attourney rela- 
red it, - 

Attpurney, The Lady 1s ſo rouched with remorſe 
and ſenſe of her faulr, that grief lurprizes her from 
exprefling of her ſelf, but that which ſhe hath con- 
fuledly ſaid is to this efte&, Thar the cannot excule 
her ſelf, bur defires mercy. 

Sir R. Connisby (irting before the Lord High Stews 
_—_— , and upon his knees delivers him the white 
ſtaff, | 

Lord Steward, Frances Counteſs of Somerſet where- 
as thou haſt been indicted, Arraigned, and pleaded 
Guilry, and confeffed that rhou haſt nothing to ſay 
for thy ſelf, it is now my part to pronounce Judg- 
ment, only thus much before ; fance wy Lords have 


heard 
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heard with what Humility and grief you have cori 
feſfed the FaR, I do nor doubr but they will figaifie 
ſo much to the Kings Majeſty, and mediate for his 
Grace towards you , bur in the mean time, acd 
—_— to the Law, the ſentence of death muſt be 
thus : | 

Thou muſt go to the Tower of London from hence, and 
from thence to the place of Execution, where you are to be 
banged by the Neck till jou be dead, and Lord bave 
Mercy uy08 your Sonl. | 


The. fora ionment. of '4hs 
Lord of Somerſet, May 
25+ 16 16, being Saturday. 


Nd rſt, what was done before the Pleading. 
Serge. Crier. O Tes, My Lord High Steward 


of Enplend purpoſesto my this day to the 
Arcaigtagrs of Robert Earl of Sofnerſet, 
O-Tes;- Whoſoeyer' Have afy +0 toubh- 
ing this Cauſc, preſently give them in, 
he Lord Cook delivers the Indi&ment of my Lord 
of Somerſet to M; Fanſhaw endorſed. 
walter Lbs Sergeant dr Arms, return the Precipe, 


oy the Lords which thou haſt warned to be here this 
þ | Y. | 


O Yes, He calls every Lofd by His name;fhd they 
ſtand up 'as they be called, 

[The Lord Steward excuſes the Lord Mounteg/z and 
Ruſtel of their abſence” ii reſpe& of theic fick- 
nels, 

Fanſbaw, Robert Earl of Simerſet, hold ip th 
hand ; He held ir up ſo long, till Mr Lievrenarnt bid 
1 him hold it down, The lndiAment is read,contain- 
ing / Veſtess A&ions in the poyſoning of Sir Tho 


"ib and his aberting of ins the 8, of Mayy 
613. 
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The Lord Somerſet was apparelled in a plain Sar- 
tin Swe, -laced with-two Satin laces in a ſcam, # 
Gown of uncut Velvit, all the fleeves laid with a 
Sattin lace, a pair of Gloves with Sartin his 
George about his Neck, his Hair curl'd, his Viſge 
pale, his Beard long, his Eyes fank in his Head, 
whileſt his Inditment was reading he three or four 
rimes whiſpered to the Lieytegant. ; 

Fanſbaw, Robert Earl 'of Somerſtt ,vharſaiſt thou ? 
art thoy-guilty of this Felony and Murder whereof 
thou tandeſt indiQted, or not ? 

Somerſet making ſagce to the Lord Steward, 
anfwered, Nor guilty: 

Farſhaw, How wilt thou be tryed ? 

By God and the Country ; bur preſently recalling 
himſelf, ſaid, By God and my Peers. 

0 Yes,All you that be to give in Evidence againſt 
Robert Earl of Somerſet, who ſtands now at the Bar 
upon his deliverance, make your appearance, and 
you ſhall be heard what you have to ſay againſt 

m. 


My Lord of Somerſet upp his Arraigament having 

pleaded not guilty, the Proceeding oh was thus. 
Robert Earl of Somerſet, you have been Arraigned, 
and pleaded not guilty, now whatſoever you have to 
ſay in defence of your ſeclf,ſay it boldly without fear; 
andthough it be nor the ordinary cuſtom, you ſhall 
have Pen and Ink to help your memory z but re- 
member that God is the God of Truth ; a faule de- 
fended is a double Crime Hide not the verity, nor 
affirm not an untruth, for ro deny that which is true 
increaſeth the offence; Take heed leſt your wilful- 
neſs cauſe rhe Gares of Mercy to be ſhur upan you. 
Naw for you my Lords the Peers, you are to give 
diligent attention to that which ſhall be ſaid, and 
you mult not reſt alone upon one peece of FR , 
ut 


«\- Lord of: Somerſet, © EIF 
bur ground your Judgment upon the whole: 

| This ryoreover I would have: you remember; 'tHar 
rhouph- yet :be ot ſnort a> -comtion Jurics 2 
Book, yet you are ticd inas great a Bond, your dwn 
H6nors and Fidelity, and your Allegiance to the 
| King,aitd thus I leave the whole Proccedingsto your 

Cenfure 5 and for you that be of the Kings Coune 

cel, free your diſcourſe from all parrialiry, and tet 
Trath prerail,and endeayor to mike ir appear, 

- Sergeant Molmredtue, My Lord High Steward, and 
you tmy Lords, I know this cannot be but a heavy 
ipe&atle unto you, to fee that man that not long 
Fnet in a grear place with white Staff wenr before 
the King, ſhould now art this Bar hold up his hand 
for blood t: Bar this is the change of Fortune ; nay TL 
might better ſay the Hand of God, and Work of Jue 
_— which is tbe Kings Honor. Burt now to the 
Fa kh | 

Robert Earl of Somerſet ſtands indifted as accefſary 
before the FaR of the wilful Murther and poyloning 
of = Tho. Overdury, done by Weftoz, bur procured 

im. 
oy my Lords, is your Charge j the Indi&menr 
hath been found by men of good quality, or Reps 
arid Eſquires of the beſt rank and reputation, ſcme 
of whoſe names I will'be bold ro read unto you, Sir 
Thomas Fowler Sir Wwill.Slingsby and five more,theſe 
have returned Bille Vera, | 
+ Veſt ar four ſeveral times gave Overbury four 
ſeveral Poyſons, the firſt May g. 1613. that Roſaker, 
carrying this Poyſon in one hand, and the Broth in 
the other hand ; the'ſecond was in Zuxe following, 
and that was 4rſzick ; the third was in Fuly 10. then 
\ | following, and that was Mercury Sublimate; the fourth 
| was onthe 14 of September, and that was Mercury 
| | Seblimate in a Gliſter, given by Y/eſton, and art 
Mw Apothe- 


”* 
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Apothecary yet unknown, and thar killed -himy; 

| Of thele four ſeveral Poyſons, miniftred by weſtern; 
and procured by him the 15. of Sept.. 16z3.; Over- 


ry yed , and the Author is ever worſe then the 
The firſt Poyſon laid in the Inditmenctharerefton 


ave Sir Tho, Overbury was the g. of May,and there- 
ore we ſay,the Lord of Somerſet May 8. hired, coun= 


(my Lore) 1 do charge you for a King ; ſo King Dae 
vid was charged inthe like caſe for the murther of 
#1iah ; and though David was under his Pavilion, 
and 4149 in the Army, yet David was the caule of 
his murcher : So you were in the Kings Chamber, 
and Overbury in the Tower, yer you were the Cauſe, 
and it is you that killed him, It was a ſtronger hand 
then weſions that wrought. this ; the proof Mr At. 
rorney will follow : And now will I conclude with 
defires to the Peers, that they will not expe vilible 

Proofs in a work of darkneſs. 

The ſecond, That whexeas in an IndiAment there 
may be things laid only for form, you are not tg 
look that the Proof ſhould follow thar, but only thar 
which is ſubſtancial ; and the ſubſtance only muſt 
be this, Whether my. Lord: of Somerſet procured 
' or cauſed the poyſoning of Sir Thomas Querbury, or 

nor ? 4 
Lord Steward. That indeed,my Lord,is that which 
you are to look after, whether my Lord Somerſet was 
the Cauſe of his poyſoning, or not, 

Cook. This was well moyed by Mr Recorder, and 
the Law is clear in this'/point, that the proof muft 
follow the ſubſtance, nor the form. 

The Judges all riſing, affirmed this to be true. 

This, my Lord, is cer:ain, the Law gives form in 
Inditments, but only ſubſtance in Pcoots, 


I 


ſelled and aberred Feſton to that FaQ : And as this 


Lord of, Sometler, T7 
» I known Lord High Steward, and you the Lotd® 
the Peers, thar' you cannor 'beh61d this Lorl-acrhe 
Bar without” the remembrance of his former $rtar- 
nels, yet's Pecr among you, and therefore 1 know 
you will-be very tender:in- the curting of 'himy off 
from your number without good:Evidence ;*'We,my 
Lords,that be to ſpeak againſt him, have received an 
admonition from the King; to uſe no Inve&ivgs;- bur 
ive-in pertinent Evidence ; I think we ſhodld: have 
nefo'howſoever, bur -yct-we cannoc bur be:gtad of 
fo good 'x Warrant ;. we- will therefore-carry-the 
Proof _ hr againſt all Evaſion, the Evidencewill 
bear it oy; Thar which Fam now to ſpeak, I witl 
divide into four Parts,” '' © » 36.3 4201 

The' firſt ſhall'be of: the greatneſs of the Crime, 
not to weigh or preſs you'down(myLord)but to ſhew 
= _ =P was aura his: Oach 'ro .bting'this 

uſe to' Ac you had been the Si 
of his ri I. ws. af "tt? ; Wl 

The ſecond ſhall be, what Proof I hold to be come 
petent in this Caſe. et 5 

Thirdly, - I will Rate and ſum up the Proof, 

And fourthly, I will: produce Qaths or Writings 
confeſſed. "3 2623! [7% 31% 
; Firſt, Of all kindof Felonies this is the greateſt, 
ahd that I will urge thus : Firſt, Ir is Murther, 'che 
firſt Record we ever read of in the Bible was a' fen# 
rence upon Murther ; and though Can was nor pue 
niſhed with death in'reſpeR. of the Primogetite,- or 
ſome other. ſecrer Cauſes, which God reſeryed to him- 
ſelf, yet he was ſentenced, Although Zoabs fen- 
rence forthe: Murther of , Abner was reſpited,: yet ic 
was not forgotten, no SanRuary could relieve him, 
he. was raken from the Horns of the Altar. . Inthe 
ſecond Table the firſt- forbidding  Comatandnpiens 
is, Thou (halt wot Murther.” | And: ſong other maſt 
2} ry H 3 carned 


- 


Tha Anraigumuantef the 


3aS 
learoed Rabbins that: referred that Commandmenr 
where the Obedience of Parenty: is ex ro the 
fic Table ; ſothenthis is rhe firſt of the 4 

_ My ſecond Aggrayation is, that this Mnrther is 
by, Poyſon 3 Poylon: is: a forrai | pe cy for 
Rave and her DoRrine 5 Ic ha three Artri- 


_ Firſt, Ir js fierce, itcakes a man ſuddanly in Gods 
Peacc andthe Kings, when he thinks leaſt of it, 


 Sgcondly, Ir 1 —_, and- once conceived 
hardly preventedor diſcovered 3 Princes hare their 


Guards about them to withſtand any force or vioe 
lenge, and Gentlemen their Servants, for thatnever 
comes bur with a noiſe ; whereas on the contrary, 
there are 4 number of Poyſans, that they willineither 
diſtaſte not diſcolour that they be put into, 
.- Thirdly, Ir rakes not only away. the parry maliced 
or, meant ; it is like an Arrow ſhot that hath.no aym; 
and if Fa&s of this kind were not met withall by 
condigh puniſhment, what ſociety. would there be 
amongſt men ? "04: | 
In to 22, Heaj8, a Poyſoner ayming aj'one- man, 
poyloned a diſh of Barm, at this time there was a 
feaſt ar the Biſhop of Rocbeſters, that Barm was un» 
witingly uſcd in Broths and: bopled meats, fixteen 
ar-the Table were poyſoned: wuh it, nay it went 
. far as the Almybasket , and ſome poor dyed 
OT It, - | | | Sy? 
Well, this year Poyſoning was eftcemed- ſo grear 
an offence, that a Statute was made romake it High 
T reaſon. = 
-: Mythird Aggravation is, Thar ir way againſt che 
Kings Priſoner in the Tower, where the King and 
Stare were in a manner bound to anſwer for him 3 
and, my Lords, till now there hath been no Murther 
inthar place fince the Nephews of King on © 
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third were there murthered by his Command, 
. My ſecond general Diyifionis, Whar Proofs 1 hold 
e be complear in this Caſe; T hope my Lords the 
Peers will confider, that of all Murthets Poyſonihg 
Re SditeB Þ Fogg ror or fre lvoe 
monies dite@,is ro ſay, that they ptoctaim ſmpubity, 
who ſhould have impeached PLuhls who poyſotied 
one fide of a Knife, and car with the other,” 'But, wy 
Lord, you gre nar to enquire of aQual impoyſoning, 


bur rinz and facilining of it: and 
is ro be an ring | before og if any middle 


; courſe ſhould be uſed, to the intent Tuch a matrec 
might be effe&ed, if afterwaris it be done, 
or example ; There be' three inrended'to Rob's 
man,one ſends a Letter to bim upon fome pretended 
bufineſs ro draw him ſuch a way, the other re en 
may carry ſome company with bim , ufeth 
means ro divert him from that, and proffers to go 
with him himſelf, and holds him in difcourſe, unril 
the third man comes apon bim, and doth rhe fa& ; 
certainly all rheſe are guilry. 

It is not he only rhat ſlips rhe Dog, but he thar 
foves the Toyl, thar kills the Deer. Bur theſe 
hinge, my Lord, are ſo perſpieuous char I will not 

My third Divifion was the ſtating and ſumming up 
the Proofs, and thar ſhall be thus: 

Firft, A plain Narrative of rhe Fa it (elf, 

Secondly, The diſtribution of ic into parts, and ap- 

And thirdly, The ProdaRion of Witnefes and 

Writings. | $62 | 

" Somerſtt, T humbly defire to anſver every partix 

cular as ir is objeQed againſt me ; my memory is 

ſhort,and ſo I may omit ro Anſwer ſome of the moſt 
. principal ObjeRions, | a S- 


H 4 Lord 


Rs The drraigument of th 
"Lord Steward, - The conſtant courſe of, the Coury 


a 


unccl ; they muſt;give their Evidence entire bes 
fore you come to your Anſwer 3 you have now Pen 
and Ink-to obſcrye what they urge againſt you ; 
and if after you omir any thing, when you come to 
our Anſwer, you ſhall bave al the Helps that can 
x afforded you, | 


' Mr Attarmcy. My. Lord of Somerſet, in ſubſtance ] 
will anſwer and ſatisfie your Requeſt, "2 you ſhall 
have three Copgirations, . 

" Firſt, Take your aym of that thar ſhall be obje&- 
ed againſt you in the Narrative ; then a ſecond -in 
the diſtribution of it. into parts ; andlaftly the third, 
when the Wirnefſes thall be produced, and more 
when you come to your Anſwer ; if you omig any 
thing that hath been objeRed againſt you, I will pur 
you in mind of it, _ SG, 

| Now for the Narrative,the Friendſhip and famili- 
arity berwixt my Lord of Somerſet, and Sir Thomas 
was ſo great, if you beleeve him in his own Lerter, 
but he was a Treſazical! Fellow, that the Ballance 
had need be altered,that the greateſt marters and ſee 
crers of State, whichmyLord executed under theKing 
were all communicated unto him, not whiſperingly, 
or by pecce meals, as ſometimes Councellors uſe to dg 
ro their friends for afayor;but Owerbury trookCopies 
Regiſters, and ExtraQs of all that pafled 3: they bad 
Ciphers berween them, which went under the name 
of Jergins of the King and Queens name, and all 
the Councellors of State ; and this kind of Chae 
raGerical writing is never uſed but by Princes, or 
their Embaſſadors 3 if by others, then by ſuch as be 
Pra&ifers againſt thew-; yet,zwy Loxd, Icharge you 


/ 


put be kept. ; you cannot interrupt; the Kings 
0 


”; 


with no difl6yalty, 


* —— 
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. I remember 2 Speech. Your, Grace hath: often, 
ſaid in Gbaxcery, That Fraud ;. Froft ' and foul 
weather ; I might adde - without difloyalty;; of 
Friendſhip of ill men; And, ſo, my Lord y It 
proved on ,your pait to Sir Thomas Ovebmy,; oc 
calioned , thus, You went about an Unlawful 
pugned' by him uader pretence of Friendſhip, 
though in truth that was rot the occafion ,--buy 
his Unwillingaeſs to have any Partners in. ypur 
' Favour befides Himſelf : For ,He Himſclf wrices 
in a Lerger t@ you, That 'yoau won her by his 
Lerers 3 bur this imperyous: unbounded ; Fellow, 
Overbury, firft began- with Threats, in-reſpeR-of 
the pon this, 


communication of Secrets ; Here u 
there grew. two ſtreames of Hatred upon Himz 
one from You, and another * from my '-Lady-, 
pur yours of a more nigher .natuce; for. your 
ſelf confeffed, That he had ſuch hojd- of. you 
He might overthrow you, There was a third 
ſtream beſides theſe, and that came from my 
Lord : of Narthampton ; And: from you three Qs 
verbuny was concluded Filius Mort, _ 


' Now how this ſhould be executed, the means 
for « that was now to be thought on; And for 
that there was but two Ways, Violence or 
Poyſon. | 6. 

The fiift was attempred, bur that failing, you 
fell upon the ſecund,; how ſhould that be effeR- 
ed? If he had been abroad, or at liberty, you 
know he had too jealous a Head to be eafily 
entrapped ; whar then was to be done one way, 
but was to be cooped up ? but how muſt - that 
be done? There, my Lord, you plead a pefidi- 
pus part by your Plot: OVERBURY mas 
+ ES deſigned 
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defigned for an Honorable Employment beyond the 
Sea, anddiffwvaded by you, animating hin to refuſe 
the Kings Command ; upon this, for his eonrewpt 
he is commirred ro the Tower ; when he was there 
muſt he have the liberty of the Ayr ? No 3 He muſt 
be commirred cloſe Priſoner, that you might the bet 
rer compaſs your deſires, There you had him faft, 
there was no ayoyding of it, but death muſt be his 
bane, BE 

Now for the knitting up and conne&ion of theſe 
chings, It you had not a Lievrenanr to your hand, 
and an Under-Keeper for your purpoſe, all was bur 
in vain ; and ſo you ordered it : for Overbwy had 
not been five days in the Tower, but // ade was dit- 
patched, Elvis putin, Car#% his old Keeper pur out, 
and eff his Poyſoner put unto him, though 
the placing of Sir Ferviſe Elvis was conſulted inten 
days before his Imprifonment, yet all was reſolved 
and done within five days after. | 


Now for the laſt A& of the Tragedy ; When he 
was there, and cloſe Prifoner, none of his Friends 
might come to him, neither Father, nor Kindred,nor 
his Servants,nor none bur his Poyſoner. Now Frank- 
lin was.(ent for, he muſt buy Poyſons, nor ſuch as 
would quickly kill him, bur by degrees, to avoyd all 
ſuſpicion. And then there was nothing came to him, 
Salr, Sauces, Tarts, Medicines, Glyſters, that were 
not poyſoned, All the Pericionary means that were 
either made by him or his Friends, for his Liberty, 
were d, though entertained by you my Lord 
of Somerſet ; You uſed him as Fortunt=Tellers do 
poor people in the Country, hold them in a Tale 
while they teal away their purſe. Now my Lord of 
Somerſet; for the diſtriburing of it into parts, and ap- 
plying the evidence'to make you guilty, we. will 
455 86 | | prove 


.. Lord of: Somenkee. 133 
Prove it by matter precedent, prefent, #nd ſubſe« 
quent, '. weed? 
Firſt, There was a morral hatred on your part a« 
gainſt Sir Tho» Overbury, ] 
* Secondly; "You uſcd the means to expoſe him to 
the Tawor,; and there wm him cloſe Priſoner, 
2 cheſe two I will follow the Proofs my 
Now for marter preſent, That your hand was in 
poyſoning Overbury,, dire&ed, delivered Poyſons, 
thirfted #fter the news 3+ The ' proſecution of this 1 | 
leave tofpealrof. After his death you to>& the courſe 
thar ng? 1, mg man would din fuch a caſe,” ſup» 
preffing Teftimony, Letters, and going abour go get 


2 paces 
ow for a hate of Sir The. Overbury, rogether with 
a fear of his tevealing of ſecrets; You made a vow 
thar he ſhould neither live in Court or Counrry, that 
if he came out of the Tower one of you rwo muſt dye. 
Now of Overburies part he writes to you, Tharif he 
| dye, your ſhame ſhall never dye; prays God you 
| repent not the negleR of him in thar' place from 
whence he writes to you, Now by way of exclufion 
| you cannot alledy, Thar this your hatred to him, and 
' | plorting his Commitment,” was in reſpe@ to your 
| Wife; why then did you norſuffer him to go beyond 
Sea ? No, the bargain'was triade, the poyſons were 
ready ; there were ſome ſecrets, rogerher with your 
malice towards him, was ſo grear, that there was nd 
| ſafe courſe for you, in your opinion, bur this death, 
And for the 'producing of my: proofs I will uſe this 
| courſe ; Thoſe Exatninations that have been t2ken 
upon Oath ſhall be here” read, the witnefits alſo I 
have cauſed to be here, that they may be ſworn, and 
we juſtifie or deny what they hear read; andeto 'd'- 
miniſh or add to their Examinations: And _ 
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that you my Lord of Semerſer, and youmy Lords the 
_ may ask them what further queſtions you 
plc TD 15 hrs 


Tho, Payton, Sir Thomas his Servant ;- He ſaw 8 
Leucr of his Maſters, whoſe hand he knew to be my 
Lord of Somerſets, wherein were theſe words, 1 1 
dye, my blood lit upon you, And in thar or another 
Letter, thexe was this clauſe, You' are:\now as 
good as your word, you bave kept your wow to mes 
Moreover, that in the privy gallery in whitebel{ my 
Lord of Semer;et coming - late to his Chamber: mer 
there with.Sir Tho, Overbury ; How now, ſays -my 
Lord, are you up yet ? Nay, anſwered Si | 
Overbur, what makes you here at this rime.of the 
night.? Will you never leave the company of the 
baſe Woman ? and ſeeing you do ſo negleQ mine 
adviſe, deſire that tro morrow morning we.may parc, 
and that you will let me have thar portion you know 
is due to me 3 And then I will leave you free to your 
ſelf, xo Rand upon your own legs. F | 


, My Lord anſwered, His legs were firong enough 
to bear himſclf,and ſodeparted in creat lifoleaCare. 
and to his knowledg they-were nevet perfecly re» 
conciled again : And being asked hew he heard rhis 
diſcourſe, He ſaid, it was gnthe dead af che night ; 
and, he being in a room within the Gallery, -heard 
all that paſled. pF < Ot WOT 2 
Henry Payton, I acknowledge every part of. this 
Examination tobe true, and more, That my Maſter 
being in the Tower, he ſent a Lerer by eſt to me 
to carty to myLord;and more,to deliver-myLord this 
mellage, That the powder he had ſent him made him 
very lick, and gaye him in otic night ſixcy Nools; th 
| c 


r Thomas | 
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Age yomits. : This Lener I carryedrto the Count, and 
delivered to Mr Kawlin tacarry in to my:Lordz who 
was then in his Chamber. My. Lord 

out and asked me how w_ Maſter did, I told him, ve« 
ty fick;; and withall thizmeſfſh e, and hownhe Phy- 
fk had wrought with him; : My-Lord _— and 
laid, Pith, and ſo rurned bim amay. 72% 


| Lawrence Davis, Sir Thomas Overhuries Servanc? 
Saith, That be hath heard bis Maſter ſay, that he 
wouldihave gone Embaſfador, bur that: my Lord of 
Rochefier diſſmaded him 3 Heath ſeen how Lerers 
of Sir Thomas Overbaries, wherein he wrowy; My: 
Lord of Rocbeſter was even  withhim 3 bur he thinks 
he never ſaw thoſe paſſages, 


Sowerſet, I pray you my hay note 3 He "i I 
never ſaw ww paſlages. 


Attorney. Te 15 rrue, thoſe Leners were loſt, but 


eaſier found by him "who Rei his Maſter Sir Tho, 
Overburi ies hand» 


| Sir Thomas Ovehburies Lener. 

Ts this the fruit of my care and love to you ? Be theſe 
the fruits of chmmen ſecrets, cemmon dangers ? As & 
2an you cannot ſuffer me to lie int this miſery, yet your: 
bebauior —_ you; AH that 1 entreat of you's, that 
you would free me from this place, and that we part 

tends : Drive me not into extremities, leſs I ſay ſomes 
thing that you and 1 may both repent : and 1 pray God 
you Tepent not the omiſſion. of this my Counſel in this 
place from whence 1 now write this Letter, 3 


wentworth, How did you know theſe Lertbrs were 
ſent from him to my Lord of Somerſet, 


diiawy 


"2d Thoathraitrmum sf the 
 Athewniye It. is true that thoſe Jencrs were loft, 
bur; after | tound by him who knew his Maſter Sir 


The. Overbaries hand. | 


Cook... They were - found in a Cabinet 
ſome . other things left in Truſt by my Lord of 
Somerſet wich Sir Kobert Cotton, who fearing ſearches 
delivers them to a Friend of his in Holbors, one Mie 
Kriſs Fareforth ; ſhe, to the intear thiey- might be 
ſafcly kepr, ſent them.to a Merchants Houſe in 
Cbeapſide, where ſome ſeven Moneths before ſhe had 
lodged, and deſires they might be ſafely kepr for 
her, pretending rhey were ſome Writings wtuch con- 
cern her fojuture. On Saint Thomas day ſhe her 
ſelf comes ro have them again, ſaying, ſhe muſt 
carry them ts her Councel ro peruſe 2 If you wit, 
ſis {fer me to open it before you (ſavs the Merchant,) and 
that there be vothing elſe, you ſhall bave them. But ſhe 
by no means would conſent ro the breaking of ic 
open ; Then he anſwered, Ir is a troubleſom time, 
I witl go tothe Lerd Chief Zuſtice, and if he finde 
no other Writings but ſuch as concern you, you ſhalt - 
have them again, So coming to my Chamber, and 
not finding me within, '(for I was gone to Pauls to 
the Sermon) He went to my Lord Zoxch, one of the 


appointed iffioners for this Cauſe, who he 
himſelf would not break ir open, but came to Pauls 


ro. me, and in a by-room bra 


b | 
ic open, and found in 
it many Lecwers, which were difalrarigiows r0 my 
Lord of $ omer ſth a 


Theſe matters being made evidem, need no fur- 
ther to be amplified; For my Lord, . As ic is a prin- 
ciple in Nature, That the beſt things are in their cor- 
raption the worſt ; And the ſweetef wine makes the 
ſharpeſt Vineger z So fell ir our with my Lord of 

Somerſes 


Lord of Saenſes,. _ 
Somerſet and Sir Thomas Overbury, char 


(as I may call it ) of Friendſhip "ended i 
hatred on my Lord of Somerſets part, 


The Indi&ment being found,my Lord High $ Srews 
ard,confirmed with the Opinica of the other Judges, 
did} pronounce the Sentence of Death upon my 

Somerſet, and ſo the Court diſſolved. 


FINIS. 
| D 
.B 568 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY | 


: 


1/1. 
FOR REFERNENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


